
 

 

 

    

 

ST. Nathy’s  
NEWSLETTER 

Issue Date: January 2019 

 

WELCOME 

Welcome to the January 

Edition of the St. Nathy’s 

Newsletter. We hope you 

enjoy reading this recent 

update on College life. 

 

What an action packed year 

this one has been! Apart 

from the usual academic 

side of school life, our 

students have been very 

busy with a vast array of 

extra-curricular 

endeavours. 

MULT IPLE  SCLEROSIS  
READATHON 

First year students from classes 
1.L and 1.K took part in this year’s 
MS. Readathon. Students had to 
read books while raising money 
for MS. The total monies raised 
was 180 euro. Well done to all 
students  involved. 

 

 

GREEN SCHOOL’S  
COMMITTEE  

First of all, who we are? Well, we 
are a group of students from all 
years and we all want the exact 
same thing. 

To STOP global warming. 

 

 

DYLAN’S  OFF  TO 
EUROPE!  

Huge congratulations to Dylan 
Walsh, TY, who has won a four-

day trip to Strasbourg and is 
clearly passport ready! 

 

 
 



 

 

 

  

BATTLE OF WITS 
  

County Final  
   

On Thursday November 21st our TY quiz team competed in the Battle of Wits county 

final in Roscommon Library. The team consisted of four students, Marcus Flynn, Aaron 

McDonnell, Jack Kilroy and Kyle Casey. The team was chosen after a 70 question general 

knowledge quiz within the Transition Year. 

 

We arrived early for the quiz that would commence at 11am, and were somewhat 

unclear of the task ahead of us. However, we were reassured by the presence of one of 

our teachers, Mr. Curley. After some refreshments, we were put into our teams and given 

our answer sheets. 

 

The quiz consisted of 10 rounds of different topics (e.g. History, Europe, Pop Culture), 

and each round consisted of 6 questions. We managed to answer many of the questions, 

but we also noted that the questions were more difficult than expected. However, after 

some great teamwork we got through all 10 rounds and, in the end, came out on top! 

Each member received glass trophies and we had our photos taken. We went home four 

proud men. 

 

We have now qualified for the next round of the competition, which will take place in 

Athlone on Wednesday, December 4th. We will have our practice done and we hope that 

the outcome will be equally as rewarding as the first round. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

4. 

 

Visit To 

Microsoft 

Headquarters 

  

 

 

St Nathy’s Microsoft Tour 
18th November 2019 
 

On 18th November 2019, the Transition Years of St Nathy’s College took a trip 

to Microsoft Headquarters in Leopardstown, Dublin, making a few stops along 

the way. We left the cathedral car park at 7am on a cold Wednesday morning 

with Ms Scally and Mr Hennigan. The bus dropped us off beside Grafton Street 

just before 10 o’clock and we walked to the Seamus Heaney exhibition on 

Westmoreland Street. There we got headphones to hear our guide better and 

were split into our groups according to our class. 

 

We first looked at his published books including his first book “Death of a 

Naturalist”.We then looked at the exhibition of his life which included all of the 

letters he wrote and received and all of his drafts of poems. We also looked at 

Heaney’s younger life and learned that he had nine siblings and that his poem 

“Midterm Break” was based on the death of his brother Christopher. 

 

When we were finished with the Seamus Heaney exhibition, we made our way 

to Grafton Street for some shopping. Some of the most popular destinations 

were McDonald’s and Marks and Spencer. We were shopping for about an 

hour before we got on the bus again to head to Microsoft. When we reached 

Microsoft at about two o’clock, we were met in the DreamSpace by Corey and 

Caolinn. We were first shown the reception area and the LED floor. 

They also told us that the building we were in cost €134 million to build. Then 

we went back to the DreamSpace and started our coding workshop. We started 

off by each getting a laptop and were put into groups where we were also given 

earphones and a microprocessor. Our first task was to code our names and 

ages. We could put letters, numbers and images on to the processor. Sequences 

were used in order to produce familiar tunes such as “Happy Birthday”. We 

then put all of our work together to create our own unique coding sequence. 

When we put everything away, we went back to the middle of the floor and 

were put into groups again and were each given laptops. 

 

We were told to take three pictures and to put animations into our mixed reality 

videos. We then showed our work to the rest of the group. After we watched 

everyone’s videos we thanked our guides and were given bags with fruit, a 

cookie, earphones, a water bottle, a pencil case and a bag. Extremely happy 

with our day out we left Microsoft and got on the bus to head back to the school 

where we arrived at approximately 7:45pm. 
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Friendship Week in St. Nathy’s College 
By Shauna Luby and Bethany Murphy 

 

 

Friendship Week was held in St. Nathy’s College beginning on 

Monday 25th November. A friendship nomination jar was set up 

every day at lunch time and students could nominate a friend. Each 

day we chose three students who had the nicest nominations 

submitted for them and gave all three prizes, kindly sponsored by 

McHugh’s Wholesalers, here in Ballaghaderreen. 

 

We also had an Instagram frame that students used as a prop to pose 

for photos. The pictures were then put up on the school’s Facebook 

page, some of which were hugely entertaining. 

 

Other events throughout the week included dance, speed speaking, 

retreats and workshops. Overall it was a wonderful week and has 

become a tradition we now look forward to each year in St. Nathy’s 

College. 

 

 

 Retreat to Knock Shrine 

On the 25th of   November, the second year 
students of St. Nathy’s college went on retreat to 
Knock Shrine. Our retreat was facilitated by the The 
Youth Ministry team at Knock Shrine.The  day 
started at 9:05 on Monday morning.  After tutor 
class we went to the canteen where we were 
assigned our buses. Classes 2K, 2J and some of 2A 
were put on bus 1 while 2B, 2D and the remainder 
of 2A were on bus 2.We arrived at Knock half an 
hour later at around 10:30 and we were sent to a 
room where we all sat down. 

One member of the retreat team called Louise 
brought us down to St John’s Centre. We were split 
into four groups. Group 1 and 3 were placed 
together doing the same activities  while Group 2 
and 4 went to the museum where they learned 
about the history of Knock Shrine.  Louise spoke 
about God and her own experiences of faith. We 
also played a game called ‘The Sun Shines Down 
On’. 

This game involved somebody saying “The sun 
shines down on..” and then saying an adjective. The 
names of the people  called out would then change 
seats.After we had finished with Louise, we were 
placed into different groups, and here we wrote 
letters to God. 

Then it was time for lunch.During lunch,we chatted 
with our friends and got ready for the remainder of 
the day. After lunch we switched groups. It was our 
turn to go down to the museum. In the museum,we 
learned what life was like during the famine in 
Ireland. 

We also heard stories of what life was like around 
the time of The Apparition in Knock. We also took 
part in a quiz while in the museum. 

It was fun! From there ,we  went back to the Prayer 
Guidance Centre where we watched a video about 
The Apparition. We all found the video very 
interesting.We concluded our retreat day in the 
Apparition Chapel where Louise spoke to us about 
her experience of having us for the day. Fr Henry 
also reflected on the day and prayed with us before 
we left the Chapel. Overall, we thoroughly enjoyed 
our time in Knock Shrine. It was a great chance to 
take time out from school and our busy lives and to 
deepen our faith. We would like to thank The 
Youth Ministry team and all the staff at Knock 
Shrine. 

We would also like to thank Fr Henry for 
organising the retreat for us and for 
accompanying us on the day along with our 
R.E.teachers, Ms Cawley, Mr Mc Ghee and Ms 
O Dowd. 
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St. Nathy’s College Carol Service 

Roisin Maloney 

 

On Friday the 6th of December at 12:45, the school 

community of St. Nathy’s College gathered in the 

Cathedral for the annual Mass and Carol Service to 

celebrate the feast of The Immaculate Conception and the 

beginning of the Christmas period. All students from First  

Year to Leaving Cert, as well as teachers and other 

members of staff came together to listen to the school choir 

which was directed by Ms. Kielty and Ms. Sheridan. 

Members of the local community also attended the Mass. 

The carol service has always been my favourite event 

during the school year. 

Carol Service 2019 

 

During the first few practices, everyone questions how we will pull it off at all, but by the second week of rehearsals, everyone is so sure 

of their parts that it seems as though we have practiced together all year round. With a membership of nearly 100 students, for the vast 

majority of the choir, it is their only opportunity to sing alongside such a large number of people. The carol service gives students that 

don’t take part in school sports an opportunity to express themselves and partake in something which they are passionate about. Before 

the mass began, the traditional group performed an instrumental rendition of the much loved Christmas Classic, ‘The Fairytale of New 

York’, followed by the choir singing ‘Away in a Manger’ and ‘Carol of the Bells’. 

 

The choir began the mass, celebrated by Father Henry with the entrance hymn ‘Joy to the world’. The responsorial psalm, ’Wexford Carol’, 

was sung acapella by the leaving cert music class, succeeded by ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’. During communion, the choir sang ‘Silent 

Night’ and ‘O Holy Night’, before the final hymn, ’Adeste Fideles’, the Latin version and ‘O Come All Ye Faithful’, the English version. 

Transition Year students, Leaving Cert students and students from Second Year, took part in the readings,prayers of the faithful, 

communion reflection and the bringing up of gifts. All proceeds from the Carol-Service were given to the local St Vincent De Paul. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Santa’s Little Helpers. 

TY’s volunteered to wrap approximately 400 selection 

boxes at the family resource centre, for the elves to 

distribute to children at Santa’s Grotto in the Phoenix 

centre. Along with this, we also made hot chocolate packs 

with powder and marshmallows and decorated them to 

look like reindeers, which made them look really festive. 

The staff were very welcoming and kind to us. We were 

allowed to make food for ourselves and were allowed to 

make tea and coffee whenever we felt like it. 

It was quite fun as it was a chance to help the local community and make the 

children happy. At the end of the day when we had finished our wrapping, 

after all Santa does need all the help he can get this time of year, the children 

from the homework club came in and we got to help them with their 

homework. 

 

This was a fun opportunity as we caught a glimpse of each individual 

personality and perhaps maybe even made friends. We really did get to work 

on our team building skills which will help us greatly in the future as we go 

on with our TY year.  

By: Ericka Ni Mhathuna and Malaika Arfan. 
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Breast Check 

Visit. 

The girls of St. Nathy’s would once again like to thank Rachel Fitzgerald Feely, for coming to our 

school to speak with our TY, 4th year and female teachers about Breast Health. This is Rachel’s fourth 

year to visit us. Each time we are inspired by her telling of her personal journey which she selflessly 

shares so that others might learn about Breast Cancer. 

 

Rachel teaches her audience about how to detect early symptoms, thus essentially encouraging 

lifesaving habits. 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

[Driving Lessons] 

 

On the 27th and 28th of November our TY classes enjoyed 

two consecutive days of driving lessons with Gills Driving 

School. The driving took place in the Knock caravan car 

park. On Wednesday the 27th we did the theory part of the 

driving where we learned the basic rules of the road. 

 

We learned about the road signs, rules, penalties/fines and 

the consequences faced when driving on Irish roads. We 

were given an example of what a real driving theory test was like. For the theory test we had forty minutes to complete forty questions. 

After we completed the test we were given drunk goggles, which was the fun part of the theory. 

 

This was the best part of the theory test as we were given a handball and were told to throw the handball across the room to the other student 

with the drunk goggles on to see if they could throw it straight back to them and to see if they could catch the ball. With the goggles we 

were also told to walk in a straight line from the back of the room to the front. There was quite a bit of laughing going on during this exercise 

due to walking in to walls and balls flying in strange directions. The seriousness of this exercise was not lost on us however. On Thursday 

28th we were split in to two different groups to go driving to the Knock caravan park. When we got to the caravan park we were all shown 

the controls in the car and proceeded to, for many of us, drive for the first time. We all agreed that this experience has been one of the 

highlights of our TY experience so far. 
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Green School’s Committee 
 

              

Dear  Parents and Guardians , 

 

We are two students from the Green School’s Committee. Our 

names are Alanna O’ Hara and Niamh Magee.  We are here to 

talk to you about our Green School Committee. We are going 

to tell you about who we are, what we aim to do, what we have 

already done, and why we are doing all this.                           

 

First of all, who we are? 

Well, we are a group of students from all years and we all want the exact same thing. To STOP global warming. We represent 

the whole school. Each of our members work their hardest to produce ideas and work together to try and prevent global 

warming and make our school and our environment a safer place. We hope to achieve this by getting re-usable bottles for 

our students. We also aim to get a pledge tree in our canteen. Students can hang their global warming pledges on it.  

 

We are already doing our bit by getting members of the green schools committee 

to monitor our students and see if they are putting their waste in the correct bin. 

All food containers provided by the kitchen are now fully compostible. We are 

also trying to stop engine idling by giving sheets of facts to the people who are 

idling, and asking them politely to turn off their engines. This encourages parents 

and guardians not to idle their engines while waiting to pick up students. 

 

We also informed our students by giving talks to them at  assembly about correct 

bin waste and engine idling . 

 

Why are doing this? We are doing this because we want to reduce the 

consequences of past generations, we want a safe and healthy plant for our kids and our grandkids to live in. We are doing 

our bit, and now we ask you as parents to try and do your bit by putting your waste in the correct bin and not to idle your 

engine. Turn off your taps while brushing your teeth, and turn off your electrical appliances when they are not in use. 

 

With kind regards, 

The Green School’s Committee.        
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Sligo Homeless Christmas Appeal 

  

 
 

The class 2K took great pleasure in participating in the collection. Last year, we were involved in the organisation 

and this year we ran it. We put posters in shops and in school and informed other classes. The Sligo Homeless 

Christmas Appeal is an organisation that collect gifts for the homeless in Sligo at Christmas.  Their aim is to collect 

items from anyone willing to donate and package gift bags for all our homeless in Sligo. 

 

They are working and fundraising on behalf of Finisklin housing association/Sligo social services and Focus 

Ireland.  They made us aware of the growing problem with homelessness in Sligo.  

We decided to focus on collecting for the children who were going to be homeless, but also collected for the many 

adults who are experiencing homelessness.  The items we collected were, clothes, toiletries, toys and non- 

perishable foods such as chocolates and sweets. For the future, we as a school community would like to continue 

with this charity and make more people aware of this cause. 

 

The response from the whole community of Ballaghaderreen and surrounding areas was outstanding.  We were 

proud to say that we nearly ran out of room for storing all the donations.  We would like to thank anyone who 

donated items to help with this charity collection. 

 

Class 2K. 

By Rebecca Hayden and Karina Ryan         
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[Tea with Teens] 

On Wednesday Nov 20th, seven Transition Year students 

attended “Tea with teens”, an intergenerational event which 

was held in Kilbride Community Centre. 

 

The event was hosted by Comhairle na nOg, and involved 

young people and the elderly, coming together to talk, to 

share experiences and to enjoy ballroom dancing, hip-hop 

dancing and also getting the opportunity to listen to a singing 

group from Roscommon Disability Support Group. 

 

The day was thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

 

 

First Year Boys Connacht League Semi-Final 

St Nathy’s vs St Louis 

 

The ball was thrown in on a sunny day in the Connacht GAA Centre 

of Excellence. St Louis won the throw in with number 15 running 

the pitch and shooting for goal, but Shane Dooney was able to stop 

the shot with a great diving save. Nathy’s then struggled to get the 

ball out of their twenty-one yard line and number 14 was able to 

put it over. Nathy’s then had a few bad kick outs leading to three 

points and a goal. Callum Coleman was able to pull one-point back, 

but it wasn’t enough as St Louis’s number 13 scored another goal, 

followed by a point by number 8 and number 15. This brought the 

score to 0-1 to 1-6 in St Louis’ favour. 

 

Callum Coleman then made a great solo run to score another point 

but number 15 once again ran the pitch from the kick out to score 

a great goal at a tight angle. Nathy’s were able to win their own 

kick out this time, leading them to win a free in a dangerous area in 

front of the St Louis goal with Marty Murray easily putting it over. 

Nathy’s then won another free just before the half time whistle, 

which Callum Coleman slot away thus bringing the score at half 

time to Nathy’s 0-4, Louis 3-6. 

 

Nathy’s started the second half with Jim Molloy winning the throw 

in and running the pitch scoring a point. John Stokes followed up 

with another point. St Louis followed this with goal from number 

9. Nathy’s responded quickly with Marty Murray scoring a goal at 

the other end of the pitch, followed quickly with Jim Molloy 

scoring a point. The gap was now 1-7 to 4-6. St Louis weren’t 

finished, their number 18 went and scored a goal. 

 

Nathy’s then went up the other end of the pitch but were too slow 

to get a shot off, luckily they won a free, which Callum Coleman 

put over. Nathy’s then won St Louis’ kick out and Jim Molloy put 

it over. St Louis then went up the pitch to put the game to bed 

scoring three points and a goal. In the final minute Callum Coleman 

was able to scrape a point but it wasn’t enough as Nathy’s crashed 

out of the Connacht League Semi-Final, an unfortunate result for 

what promises to be a very promising St Nathy’s team. 

 

 

Final Score: 

St Nathy’s……..1-10 

St Louis………… 6-9 
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Juvenile Boys Basketball 

St. Nathy’s vs. St. Louis 

By Ava Hanley 

 

On Thursday, 14th of November the St. Nathy’s under 16 boys 

played their All Ireland Cup quarter final against St. Louis pf 

Kiltimagh. After being beaten by St. Louis earlier this year, St. 

Nathy’s wanted to settle the score on their home court. 

 

Sean Freeman, Anthony Durr, Jamie McCoy, Rory Hester and 

Brian Green started. Kiltimagh won the jump but missed their first shot. As they went to shoot again Rory Hester fouled and Kiltimagh 

were rewarded 2 free shots. They scored the second which put them 1-0 up. Jamie McCoy was working very well on defence and won the 

ball but as he was going toward the basket he was dispossessed and Kiltimagh ran up the court but missed. Anthony Durr fouled resulting 

in a Kiltimagh end line ball and Sean Freeman won it but a Kiltimagh player hit the ball out of play. Shortly after Anthony Durr fouled a 

second time and Kiltimagh got free shots. They missed both but won the rebound and scored. They followed that up with another score. 

Jamie McCoy was fouled and St. Nathy’s had and end line ball. The ball was passed to Jamie McCoy and Jamie took a shot but missed. 

Rory Hester won the ball on defence and made a quick pass to Brian Greene but he could not get it to count. Kiltimagh scored twice before 

the end of the first quarter making it 9-0 to Kiltimagh. 

 

Gerard Morahan took the place of Brian Greene at the beginning of the second quarter. St. Nathy’s needed an early score after not scoring 

in the first quarter. Jamie McCoy scored straight away but Kiltimagh replied with a three pointer. Jamie McCoy was doing very well on 

defence and pulled off a brilliant steal and passed the ball to Rory Hester who scored. Anthony Durr caught the rebound of a Kiltimagh shot 

and dribbled up the court and took a shot but missed. Jamie McCoy caught his rebound and scored. Colin Duffy was put on in place of 

Anthony Durr. Jamie McCoy caught the rebound of a Kiltimagh shot and ran down the court but missed his shot with Kiltimagh grabbing 

his rebound and scoring. Jamie got fouled as he went to take his shot and scored his second free shot but Kiltimagh replied with another 

three pointer. Rory Hester scored again to make it 9-17. Anthony Durr and Brian Greene were put on and Sean Freeman and Gerard Morahan 

were taken off. Brian Greene scored to reduce the difference but Kiltimagh scored three times in a row before the end of the second quarter 

making it 11-23 at half time. 

 

Kiltimagh had possession at the beginning of the third quarter but Jamie McCoy won the ball but was fouled as he was shooting. He scored 

his second free shot. Kiltimagh won the rebound after a missed Nathy’s shot and drove up the court and taped it in. Sean Freeman did well 

to catch their rebound and passed to Gerard Morahan. Gerard Morahan gave a brilliant pass to Rory Hester who scored a layup. Sean 

Freeman fouled as Kiltimagh scored. They were given one free shot but missed. Jamie McCoy scored but his shot was not counted as he 

was called for travelling. Kiltimagh then scored a three pointer but Jamie McCoy then scored to reduced the gap. Jamie got fouled shortly 

after and scored his second free shot. Rory Hester scored just before the end of the third quarter making it 21- 30. 

 

With Nathy’s nine points down and only one quarter to play they needed to pull something out of the bag. Good defence by Gerard Morahan 

caused the ball to be overturned. Gerard Morahan passed to Anthony Durr and Anthony Durr passed it to Rory who got the first score of 

the quarter. Jamie McCoy added to that with a brilliant layup. Sean Freeman fouled on defence and Kiltimagh got free shots. They missed 

both but they soon scored again putting seven between the teams. Rory Hester was then fouled and scored both making is a five point game 
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once again. He soon scored again pulling off a brilliant steal and driving down the court. St. Nathy’s started getting very aggressive on 

defence with unnecessary fouls by Jamie McCoy and Sean Freeman. Kiltimagh turned over possession and went straight toward the basket. 

Sean Freeman sprinted after them and stopped a crucial score but gave away a foul in the process. He soon made up for it though and scored 

reducing it to a three point game. Kiltimagh got one of their key players, Ian Lavell fouled off after fouling Sean Freeman. Anthony Durr 

was then fouled and got two free shots and scored his second. Sean Freeman then fouled again, this was his fifth and he was fouled off. 

Colin Duffy replaced him and Kiltimagh had free shots. They scored one of them. Jamie McCoy got fouled by Chris McAlannan, who also 

got fouled out. Jamie McCoy scored his first shot but missed his second. Rory Hester grabbed his rebound and scored making the sides 

level for the first time. Jamie McCoy fouled and Kiltimagh had free shots but both were 

missed. Anthony Durr was under pressure and took a long shot on the buzzer but missed 

putting the game into extra time. 

 

Jamie McCoy started extra time with an outstanding drive towards the basket and a score 

putting St. Nathy’s in the lead for the first time in the game. Brian Greene made his way 

onto the court in place of Gerard Morahan. Brian Greene was fouled and had free shots 

but missed both. Brilliant defence by Anthony Durr seen him take possession of the ball 

and go all the way to the basket and score to extend St. Nathy’s lead. Brian Greene was 

fouled again but missed both his free shots but Colin Duffy grabbed his rebound and 

passed it back out to Greene, who passed it to Jamie McCoy who scored the final basket 

of the game. St. Nathy’s won 41-35 after a brilliant comeback. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

U-19 Boys All-Ireland Basketball Quarter Final 

On Tuesday the 12TH of November the U-19 Boys team competed in the All-Ireland quarter final against Our Lady and St Patrick’s College 

Belfast. With Nathy’s having home court advantage the tension was palpable between the two teams during the warm up. With both teams 

looking fresh a high-octane game was to be promised. As OLSPK warmed up it was worth noting that Nathy’s would have to push out on 

defence to stop their lethal shooters, however with Nathy’s strong inside it would surely prove to be an interesting game. 

 

As soon as the referee John Melvin threw up the ball for tip off the aggression from both teams was clear to the growing crowd as an All- 

Ireland Semi-final in Tallaght lay on the line. OLSPK won the jump but were soon stripped of the ball as Nathy’s drove to the basket, a 

score didn’t go their way but Chris Kennedy drew a foul. He shot 1 from 2 on the first free throws of the day. As OLSPK’s point guard 

tried to come up the court he was stripped by a classic Nathy’s tight defence. In a smooth transition Kennedy assisted John Higgins who 

sank the corner 3. However, as the Belfast team replied with a 3 of their own it was clear that they were going to live off 3s in the first 

corner as they scored 12 points all from 3s without any inside game. Nathy’s however replied with a jump-shot to end the quarter:Nathy’s: 

6, OSLPK:12 

 

To start the second quarter OSLPK came out and sank a 3 getting off to a great start but it was soon answered by two hard won baskets by 

Jamie Mitchell. In response OLSPK downed a 3 but not to worry as Cathal Flannagan hit a dagger of his own. With three more baskets 

from Nathy’s in quick succession things began to look up for the purple and green. However the Belfast Boys soon returned in a flurry of 

scores including a strong finish at the rim, a set of free throws where Belfast’s number 12 sank the two from the line. Just as things were 

looking bad a trip hector from downtown was swished into Nathy’s net. End of the half: Nathy’s: 19, OSLPK: 22 
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To start the third Nathy’s coach Josh McDermott made a few tactical changes as the young Dylan Walsh came on for Mitchell. It  wasn’t 

the greatest start for Nathy’s as OLSPK got an easy basket from the start as Nathy’s were caught unawares. This however was answered in 

the form of a contested jump shot. The Belfast side continued to live off 3 pointers as they hit another, to put them ahead by 6. As Kennedy 

started to heat up he hit a midrange and shortly after sank a shot from beyond the arc to bring Nathy’s within 3 points. As Our Lady’s 

College began to blow hot and cold Nathy’s were strong under the basket to continually win rebounds and create scores until they eventually 

drew to within 4. As Higgins found Liam Freeman in the corner he hit a heavily contested 3 to bring Nathy’s within 1. No sooner had the 3 

sank than centre Jamesie Greene hit a baseline jumper to draw Nathy’s ahead for the first time in the game. After a few back and forth 

scores Nathy’s were ahead by 4. To bring this dramatic quarter to an end OSLPK hit a 3 to bring the deficit to 1. End of the quarter: Nathy’s: 

40, OSLPK: 39 

 

The final quarter was sure to be an exciting one as it was to follow the trend of the last quarter with a combined score of 38. Chris Kennedy 

was fouled on his way to the basket on the first drive of the quarter, however he couldn’t get the shots to fall. On the next play with a 

sublime pass to Kennedy who was fouled for the second play in a row, he made no mistake this time as he sank both. Belfast then hit a 3 to 

bring them ahead by 1. By this stage the crowd in the gym had grown then to at least 100 supporters all rooting for the home side. As 

Kennedy returned to the court after a short break, he drove to the basket and was fouled again, this time the score was good and so was the 

end shot. The Belfast side then hit a midrange to put them up by 1. The teams went tit for tat in some of the most dramatic basketball I have 

ever seen. The crowd oohed and aahed with the highs and lows in every second of the game. With the game level and 20 seconds left all 

the pressure was on Freeman as he was fouled going up for a basket. You could cut the tension with a knife as the 100 plus students fell as 

quiet as church mice as Freeman stepped up to the free throw. He hit the first and the crowd went wild. Nathy’s up by one. He stepped to 

the line again and went through his routine. Bounce. Catch. Bounce. Catch. The sound echoed around the gym. He hit the second and the 

crowd went wild. Nathy’s up by two. All was looking well for Nathy’s but OSLPK still had a play left. They dribbled up the court and ran 

their play. Swish. The midrange jumper sank through the rim as did the hearts of the Nathy’s players and supporters. This game was going 

to overtime. Nathy’s: 48 OSLPK: 48 

 

After the teams regrouped three minutes OT began. Belfast hit yet another 3, this being their ninth of the game. Jack Freeman was fouled 

on his way to the basket, but could only get 1 from 2 to fall. John Higgins was subbed in for Greene, this would prove to be very significant. 

Belfast went up the court to hit a contested layup and score the one to put them 3 ahead. Nathy’s called a time out with two seconds left on 

the clock. Coach McDermott was writing furiously out a play on his battered whiteboard. However as Nathy’s stepped onto the court 

Higgins seemed to be speaking in a hushed whisper with the rest of team. It was clear as the ref blew the whistle that he had thrown the 

playbook in the bin and had decided to go with his own plan. Nathy’s down by 3 with two on the clock, a miracle was going to be needed. 

Higgins ran from the top of the key. Got the ball. Turned, and shot… BANG. John Higgins was the lifeline Nathy’s had needed and he had 

come through in spades. The buzzer rang as the shot was in the air, it was a thing of beauty. Nathy’s were taking this to double overtime. 

Nathy’s: 55, OSLPK:55 With a great start to OT 2 Mitchell ducked and dived through the defence for a well won basket. Nathy’s were now 

up by 2. With both teams playing extremely tight defence scores were hard to come by. Higgins again came in to clutch a heavily contested 

baseline midrange. With OSLPK on the attack again they came down the court, pulled up and hit a 3. The gym was silent, nobody could 

believe what had just happened. As Nathy’s dribbled up but lost possession they fouled intentionally to desperately try and get the ball back. 

Our Lady’s College hit one from two to put the game out of reach for Nathy’s and to run out the clock. 

 

Final score after one of the most amazing and heart breaking games that 

the inside of Nathy’s gym has ever seen. 

Nathy’s: 59 OSLPK: 61 



 

 

13 
 

    

 

BT Young Scientist 

  

Annual Carol Service 

Christmas Fun Day 2019 

  

Christmas Movie Day 

Christmas Scene Painting 
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