
German Exchange
Students Visiting Ireland

Irish Angus Producer
Group Schools Competition

After a very enjoyable trip to Germany that the 
Transition Years and other students of St. 
Nathy’s College went on last December, it is 
now the German exchange students’ turn to 
visit Ireland. They will arrive in Dublin Airport 
at about 11:20am on Wednesday March 26th. 
They will then take a bus from Dublin Airport 
toto Ballaghaderreen and will arrive at around 
6:50pm.

They will be greeted there by a teacher, the TY 
co-ordinator, parents and their Irish exchange 
partners. The next week will be packed full of 
interesting trips to various places across the 
country, to show the German students our 
finest sites. On Thursday we will be going to 
Dublin to visit the Dáil, the National Museum, 
TrinityTrinity College and of course, the shops. On 
Friday, we will be going to the 
Ulster-American FolkPark in Omagh, Tyrone. 
Saturday is a day for us to spend with the host 
families.

Each family will have their own plans to 
entertain the German students on this day. On 
Sunday, there is an optional day trip to 
Ballintubber Abbey. On Monday, March 31st, 
we will be travelling with our visitors to 
Galway. We’ll be shown around NUIG, the 
museum and cathedral.

TheThe day before they leave, we will be going to 
Lough Key Forest Park. Later that day at seven 
o’clock will be the farewell party which will 
include students showing talent, Fr. Surlis 
making a speech and a quiz. The German 
Exchange group will depart Ballaghaderreen 
the next morning at 10:25 to go to Dublin 
Airport.Airport. We are very excited to have them at 
our school and homes. We hope we can show 
them a taste of Irish culture which they will 
take with them and that they will always 
remember the visit fondly.

PTAA U-18 All-Ireland Winners 2014

On Thursday last, four third year students took part in a competition being run in Mullingar by 
the Irish Angus Producer Group. It was the second round of the competition, open to students 
completing their Leaving Certificate in 2016. 15 groups had been shortlisted, from the 60 that 
had applied. 

The topic selected was the marketing of Angus beef and the St. Nathy’s group highlighted the 
need to promote Angus abroad. This promotion would involve marketing Angus beef to holiday 
makers coming to Ireland and by encouraging top hotels and chefs to use the products in their 
restaurants. They also suggested the Angus Producer Group should include a stand at all local 
shows and local marts to highlight the financial potential of the breed at a local level. Other areas 
mentioned were quality assurance and the reduced carbon footprint from Angus cattle. The 
winners of this stage will be announced in the coming weeks and the prize is an Angus calf for 
eacheach student which they will rear over the course of two years and include as part of their project 
in Agricultural Science.

The students would like to thank everyone who helped them prepare for the competition, 
especially their English teacher Ms. McCann, IT teacher Mr. O'Sulleabhain and Science teacher 
Mr. Dolan.

                   

TheThe original round involved 
writing a short piece on 
different aspects of Angus 
cattle, while the second 
round involved the students 
giving a five to seven 
minutes presentation, on a 
chosenchosen topic, about the 
breed. This was presented to 
six people from the 
following companies: ABP, 
Kepak, Bord Bia and the 
Angus Society.
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Mental Health DayMental Health Day

All-Ireland PTAA Quiz FinalAll-Ireland PTAA Quiz Final

On Thursday 8th of May the Transition 
Years organised a Mental Health Day in St. 
Nathy’s College. This event has become an 
annual event in our school.

ThereThere was a number or organisations present 
who spoke and had useful information 
which added to the day. Also on that day we 
had a number of speakers; Niall Dunne- 
Mayo/ Roscommon Mental Health Officer 
and Louis Shaw who is a past pupil and a 
representative of the organisation Jigsaw. 
OnOn the same day, we launched our mental 
health app that we have been working on 
over the past number of months.

It is called ‘Let’s Get Mental’ and it was 
launched by Patrick Feeney. Then Niall and 
Louis spoke to Leaving Certs and Fourth 
Years about being positive in their mental 
health. The students really benefited from 
the talks from what we were hearing 
afterwards. We would like to thank all the 
ororganisations from coming to the event and 
also to our speakers Niall Dunne and Louis 
Shaw.

St Nathy’s College won the 2014 All-Ireland 
U18 PTAA Quiz in Athboy, Co Meath on 
April 26th last with two points to spare over 
their nearest rivals. The team members were 
as follows: Kalvin Curley, Stephen Frain, 
Matthew Duffy & Eimear Finan. Going into 
the last round, St Nathy’s were a point ahead 
andand the tension was palpable while the final 
ten questions were being asked.

There were scenes of elation when the 
results were announced and St Nathy’s 
were declared winners.

All present agreed that this was one of the 
toughest quizzes for this age category, 
which made victory all the sweeter. This is 
the 13th national title that St Nathy’s have 
won in this competition.

TheThe other teams from St Nathy’s College 
who qualified for the final also put in a fine 
performance: Shane Quinn, Jake 
Stephenson, Jack Craughwell & Gareth 
Hunt in the U18 category, and Diarmuid 
Geever, Luke Connor & Shane Morrisroe in 

We would like to congratulate The Apollos on coming third in the All-Ireland Final of the 
All-Ireland School’s Search. This is a great achievement for the group of ten. They are incredibly 
talented singers and the school is very proud of them.

TheThe Final was held in University Limerick Concert Hall. Ten out of 650 acts succeeded in making 
it through to the final. All genres of music were represented ranging from rock to opera. The Final 
was recorded on the night to be televised on TV3 on the 4th May at 4:20. The Apollos were 
performing 6th within the ten acts. Nerves from both the supporters and The Apollos were high. 
When The Apollos walked confidently on to the stage, the roars and cheers from friends, family 
and other supporters from St. Nathy’s College filled the Concert Hall. We were nervous and 
excited at the same time. We waited while they set up the stage, then they began. The amazing 
voicesvoices covered ‘Say Something’ by A Great Big World and Christina Aguilera. The whole Concert 
Hall was quiet with amazement, listening to them.

Once the last note was sung, everyone who supported them and even non-supporters were on their 
feet. There were claps and cheers from everyone. The judges were very positive and one said that 
they were very polished and showed how much rehearsing they did. Once the judges finished 
commenting more cheers were heard from the crowd until the group had left the stage.

After the tenth act we had a twenty minute intermission to vote. This was important as twenty per 
cent of the vote was from the audience. After the intermission we were seated and the acts were 
brought on stage. Will Leahy was the one who announced the winners. He started with 3rd place 
which went to The Apollos. The 2nd place went to Molly Stearling singing her own song 
‘Whiskey’. First place went to Claire Quinn, an opera singer. We would like to thank the judges: 
Will Leahy, Lucia Evans, Michàel O’Halloran, Nadia Sakini and the host Shonagh Lyons. We 
would also like to congratulate the other acts who reached the final and wish them good luck in 
thethe future. The Apollos would like to thank the supporters who supported them through the entire 
competition.

The Apollos
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Port Aventura

St Nathy’s Scifest Success
On Friday February, 2014, all of the first years of St. Nathy’s College Ballaghaderreen 
participated in the Scifest held by SFI Ireland and sponsored by Intel, the Irish Physics Institution 
and The Institute of Technology Ireland. Michael D. Higgins is the patron and it started in 2011.

Ms.Ms. Redmond, one of the schools science teachers, entered all of the first years into the 
completion. It took place in the school P.E hall. For weeks, the students had been working in 
either an Individual project or as a group including as many students as five. There were exactly 
48 projects on display. Seven of the projects were individual, and the rest of them were group 
projects.

AtAt ten o’clock, all students came from class, to the P.E hall to register their projects. When 
everyone had set up, two classes at a time were judged. There were five judges. Mr. Curran 
(Physics/Chemistry), Mr. Mc Donnell (Agricultural Science) Ms. O’Dowd (university Science 
Student) and Mr. Dillon (industrial science) Angelina, Chloe and I had our own projects titled 
‘Hot Stuff’, explaining the chemical reaction in a hot pack.

AA judge would interview each group and ask them question about their work. There was a great 
selection of science projects. There were physical science and life science categories. Each 
student had to have a visual (poster), a written source and props were optional.
As soon as the first years were judged, parents were invited to come in and look at the displays.

PupilPupil from St Attracta’s Ballaghaderreen National School also visited to view the displays. At the 
end of the event, all students who had participated assembled into a group in front of the stage 
where Ms. Redmond, Fr. Surlis and Bishop Brendan Kelly made a speech to begin the award 
ceremony. There were five prize categories, Merit award, Physical science, Life Science, Best 
Individual Projects and the most important prize, the overall prize. There were many groups who 
won the Merit awards, three who won life science awards, three who won physical science 
awards, two who won best individual project and one that won the overall prize.

DiarmuidDiarmuid Geever won the overall prize with his project on the uses of rain water. Anybody could 
have proceeded to the regional finals in Sligo It on the 8TH of March, but Dermot Geever was 
now representing the school. 

I enjoyed this experience because it gave me, and all the other student of St. Nathy’s College, an 
opportunity to discover things that we did not know existed and learn about the science behind 
various things. The day of the Scifest was a great day because we got to miss the most of our 
classes and it was a good chance to meet other student and the see their projects also.

II would recommend this to every year in the St. Nathy’s and to many other schools. It is a 
wonderful learning opportunity for everybody willing to participate.

During the final weeks of the final term, 
students in first, second and third year 
contributed to a collection of items (food and 
non-food) for the Society of St Vincent de 
Paul (SVP).
 
StudentsStudents in 2E (Alex Meingan, Peter 
Hutnik& Janis Danilovs) designed posters 
and then placed them around the school. 
 
StudentsStudents then dropped their items into a 
collection box in 3A. These items will be 
presented to the local branch ('conference') of 
SVP, ensuring that members of the local 
community, who are in need, will benefit.
 
TheThe students learned about the work of the 
SVP during their study of the concept of 
human dignity in CSPE. That learning then 
came to life when they contributed to the 
collection.

SVP Collection
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On the 2nd of May 2014 a group of Second 
Year students from St. Nathy’s College 
packed a car full of Willow and Equipment 
and made for Strokestown House. The 
students, Dean Darcy, Sean Daire, Dion 
Dwyer and Thomas Frainwere excited, it was 
going to be a busy day.

TheThe lads had spent the last month preparing 
for their submission called “The Calamity”. 
Their teacher Ms. Bernadette Jordan had 
worked with them on the concept for the 
project. The theme was the Famine and the 
group decided to use willow as Dean was 
familiar with this material, having used it 
before in a history project.before in a history project.

This project, a willow structure, required lots 
of preparation at school. The structure itself 
was built from scratch on site and called for a 
committed team to work together to a tight 
deadline. The Team completed their piece and 
had some time at Strokestown House to visit 
the beautiful Walled Garden and two rooms in 
thethe old house. We hope that family and friends 
will visit the Woodland walkway and vote for 
their favorite piece, the prize money this year 
is €4000.  

On Thursday, March 27th, the Transition Year 
anti-litter group, alongside the two stars of the 
video and a representation of the Green 
Schools committee, travelled to Roscommon 
to participate in the County Council Anti 
Litter Campaign.

TheThe process to enter this contest had been 
started in 2013, when the Transition Year class 
helped film a short movie during December, 
creating the slogan “Be the solution, not the 
pollution.”

OnceOnce the team arrived at the Roscommon Arts 
Centre, the contest began with a speech from 
the project leader and from the county mayor.

After a very enjoyable trip to Germany that the Transition Years and other students of St. Nathy’s 
College went on last December, it is now the German exchange students’ turn to visit Ireland. They 
will arrive in Dublin Airport at about 11:20am on Wednesday March 26th. They will then take a 
bus from Dublin Airport to Ballaghaderreen and will arrive at around 6:50pm. They will be greeted 
there by a teacher, the TY co-ordinator, parents and their Irish exchange partners. The next week 
will be packed full of interesting trips to various places across the country, to show the German 
students our finest sites. On Thursday we will be going to Dublin to visit the Dáil, the National 
Museum,Museum, Trinity College and of course, the shops.

On Friday, we will be going to the Ulster-American FolkPark in Omagh, Tyrone. Saturday is a day 
for us to spend with the host families. Each family will have their own plans to entertain the 
German students on this day. On Sunday, there is an optional day trip to Ballintubber Abbey. On 
Monday, March 31st, we will be travelling with our visitors to Galway. We’ll be shown around 
NUIG, the museum and cathedral. The day before they leave, we will be going to Lough Key 
Forest Park. Later that day at seven o’clock will be the farewell party which will include students 
showing talent, Fr. Surlis making a speech and a quiz. The German Exchange group will depart 
BallaghaderreenBallaghaderreen the next morning at 10:25 to go to Dublin Airport. We are very excited to have 
them at our school and homes. We hope we can show them a taste of Irish culture which they will 
take with them and that they will always remember the visit fondly.

After this, all eight submitted films were 
shown in the theatre, which lead into movie 
style trailers involving behind the scenes 
pictures from each project.

AllAll eight participating films won awards in 
some category (Hosted by iRadio’s Steven 
Cooper), ranging from acting, originality, 
props and best message. St Nathy’s won the 
award for Best Message, and then proceeded 
to win the Best Film category.

The film will be shown before movies in the 
Cinema in Carrick-on-Shannon over the 
summer season. After the awards were 
presented, the team got onto the bus and 
returned back to school, now triumphant with 
two trophies.

“The Calamity”
Strokestown House 2014

German Exchange Students
Visiting Ireland

Roscommon County Council
Anti Litter Campaign
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Barcelona Off
to a Flying Start
Barcelona Off
to a Flying Start

Port Aventura

Montserrat

We, the transition year class of 2013/14 set off 
on our long awaited adventurous holiday to 
Barcelona on Saturday May 10th. We hopped 
on the 2am Bus Eireann bus on route to 
Dublin airport. We arrived at Terminal 1 at 
approximately 4:30am. We then had a quick 
chance to get a bite to eat before we walked 
thethe never-ending corridor to our boarding 
gate.

We boarded our flight FR6875 at ten past six. 
Finally it was time to fly, which for some of us 
was our first time on an airplane. We touched 
down in Barcelona airport and made our way 
to our bus which brought us on a tour around 
Barcelona city, accompanied by a lovely tour 
guide. We visited many places on the tour, 
suchsuch as the Olympic Stadium and Gaudi’s 
Cathedral. We then got time to do some quick 
shopping in Barcelona before we hopped back 
on the bus again.

We then made our way to Nou Camp Stadium. 
We got a full tour of the stadium grounds, got 
pictures taken, and a quick look in the shop. 
We were all exhausted after our long day 
travelling so we all got a quick snooze before 
arriving at our hotel which was called Hotel 
Calypso in Salou.

WWe then changed into our swimming gear as 
quick as lightening and sprinted down to the 
pool. We had great craic in the pool, all of us 
together.

Day one was now over in Barcelona and we 
were looking forward to seeing what day two 
was going to bring.  

On the second day of our TY trip to Spain, we 
went to visit Montserrat. It is well known as the 
site of the Benedictine abbey, Santa Maria de 
Montserrat, which hosts the Virgin of 
Montserrat sanctuary.

TheThe monastery is 48 kilometers west of 
Barcelona, and can be reached by road, train or 
cable car. We left our hotel in Salou at 10 on 
that Sunday morning and our bus took us to 
Santa Maria de Montserrat, arriving at just after 
11. From there we were taken to the peak of the 
mountain where we witnessed breath-taking 
views.views.

We stayed up there for a while and took plenty 
of photos with the TY class and other random 
tourists. When we got down to the bottom, we 
went to visit the Basilica. The Basilica houses a 
museum with works of art by many prominent 
painters and sculptors including works by El 
Greco, Dalí, Picasso and more.

TheThe Escolania, Montserrat’s Boys’ Choir, is 
one of the oldest in Europe, and performs 
during religious ceremonies and communal 
prayers in the basilica. But unfortunately, we 
missed their performance that day. Outside the 
Basilica, there was a group of gymnasts making 
a human tower.

WWe arrived back in Salou at around 4 that 
evening and we went straight to the beach for a 
few hours. We rented a paddle boat and spent a 
good hour going down the slide and jumping 
off the top. The evening was spent in the hotel 
pool and bonding as a TY group.

WWe then enjoyed a lovely dinner. We 
thoroughly enjoyed our day. 

Monday meant Port Aventura! We left Hotel Calypso at 10:30 and arrived in Port Aventura at 
11:00. Everyone was excited and couldn’t wait to go on the exhilarating rides Port Aventura had 
to offer.

TheThe first ride that caught our eye was the ‘Furious Baco’, which travelled at a shocking speed of 
136 kph. Other rides in the theme park included ‘Shambala’ which is the tallest roller coaster in 
Europe which travels up to a breath taking height of 249.3 feet in the air, the ‘Hurakan Condor’ 
which was a free falling drop that went so fast you felt you had left half of your body at the top 
of the drop which is 376 feet tall when you reached the ground. Over all the experience was 
amazing and every individual enjoyed it. We would like to thank Mr. Lennon, Mr. Curran and 
Ms. Staunton for accompanying us on this wonderful trip.
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U14 Girls’ Connacht Win.

Juvenile Success U14 Girls’
Connacht Win.On the 4th of April the St. Nathy’s Juvenille 

team took on St. Attracta’s, Tubbercurry in 
the Connaught League Final. St. Attracta’s 
got off to a great start scoring the first 3 points 
of the game. But St Nathy’s came back with 4 
points. Brian Molloy received a black card 
after 20 minutes for pulling his marker to the 
groundground while he was breaking through on 
goal. Darragh Farrell came on to replace him 
and had a great game. At half time the score 
was St. Nathy’s 0-6 to St. Attracta’s 0-8.

The second half started off much the same as 
the first with St. Attracta’s scoring 1-2 in the 
first five minutes. At this stage Nathy’s were 
down by seven but were not ready to give up 
just yet. Nathy’s then scored an amazing 1-5 
without reply and were leading by a point 
when Cian Tansey was forced off with an 
injuryinjury after putting in an amazing 
performance.

The young Eoin Walsh came on for him and 
made an immediate impression by scoring a 
point. James O’Hara was then pulled down 
and Nathy’s were awarded a penalty. Dean 
Darcy stood up and calmly placed the ball in 
the bottom left corner. James O’Hara scored 
the final point of the game scoring an amazing 
1-8 in total.1-8 in total.

The final score was Nathy’s 2-12 to St. 
Attracta’s 1-11. Congratulations to the St. 
Nathy’s Juvenille team and their trainers Mr. 
Dolan and Mr. Curran

On the 1st of May, the girls from St Nathy’s 
College faced St Attracta’s U14 team in the 
Connacht final. It was a dry, sunny day and 
the stand in Charlestown Sarsfields GAA 
grounds was thronged with supporters armed 
with bodhráns and blow horns.

AtAt 11am sharp the ball was thrown in and was 
won by St Nathy’s midfield, Orla O’Dowd 
and Shannon Dowd. The ball was passed into 
Megan McCormack who opened the scoring 
with a point and the stand erupted in cheers 
from the Nathy’s side.

MeganMegan followed this point with another one 
from a free. Attracta’s fought well but didn’t 
succeed on getting through the Nathy’s 
defence. Shauna Golden won the ball in the 
half backline and sent a crisp pass into 
Shannon Dowd who flicked it into Megan and 
a goal ensued. Louise Regan and Meave Cox 
fromfrom St Nathy’s  also contributed to the 
scoring streak of the first half. The half time 
score was St Nathy’s 2:7 to St Attracta’s0:1 
point.

The second half started with St Attracta’s 
winning the throw in. Attracta’s piled on the 
pressure but Sara Dowling, Samantha Duncan 
and Shannon Doherty coped well with it.

OnOn the 12th minute Attracta’s scored their 
first goal. St Nathy’s reacted immediately to 
this with Claire Sampey giving a skilled pass 
to Megan who scored another thrilling goal. 
Shannon Dowd won the Attracta’s kick out 
and carried the ball in far enough to send it 
with a striking kick just over the goalie’s head 
and into the net.and into the net.

The determination by the St Nathy’s girls to 
win the game was evident as they kept 
working hard all over the field. Ellen Murray 
came on for Emma O’Connor and was 
unlucky not to get a goal from her first touch 
of the ball. St Attracta’s kept battling hard but 
by the end of the game they could do nothing 
to close the deficit.to close the deficit.

The final whistle was blown to rapturous 
cheers from the crowd as supporters spilled 
out onto the field to congratulate the winning 
team. Megan McCormack’s hard work and 
efforts didn’t go unnoticed as she was 
awarded the Player of the Match. The final 
score of the match was St Nathy’s 7:09 to St 
AttractaAttracta’s 2:04. Well done to the girls on a 
great win.


