
Presidents Welcome note

My Day in Trinity College

Welcome to the Summer edition of the St Nathy's 
College Newsletter. I hope that as you read the 
articles and view the photographs you get some 
sense of the extraordinary vibrancy and variety 
that co-exist in this College, making our learning 
community a true, living example of unity in 
diversity. We are very proud of the achievements 
of our students - in the classroomof our students - in the classroom, on the pitch, in 
different types of competition, in various 
extra-curricular endeavours and in the myriad of 
small but significant interactions which make up 
the tapestry of our daily lives together in St 
Nathy's College.

I take this opportunity to thank the teaching and 
ancillary staff for all that they do to enhance the 
learning experience of our students. I thank the 
parents and guardians of our students for the 
support and love they offer on a daily basis. I 
thank our Patron, Bishop Kelly and the members 
of the Board of Management for their wise and 
dedicated service to the mission of St Nathy'dedicated service to the mission of St Nathy's. 

On the 28th of February I travelled to Dublin for a 
Nano Science Programme on in Trinity College. 
Schools around Ireland were given the 
opportunity to send a student to this day.  I was 
fortunate enough to be nominated by St.  Nathys 
College. The day began at 10 o’clock when the 
group of 30 chosen students from schools around 
IrelandIreland assembled  in Trinity College. Prof  L. 
Bradley gave us a run down to the day, she told us 
what the day would consist off. Next Prof  E. Finch 
gave us a lecture on the powers of ten.

I found this one of the most interesting parts of 
the day. He showed us pictures that varied from 
one side of the measurement scale which started 
with a picture of space. Next we were given a

nanometres in width.

AfterAfter lunch we were then shown Nanoscience 
demonstration by Prof L Bradley. She showed us 
several experiments. One was using a blown up 
balloon that she placed in liquid nitrogen. The 
balloon appeared to shrivel up and lose its air. 
Within a few seconds of her taking the balloon 
out we noticed that the balloon re-inflated by 
itselitself. This amazed us all. What happened was the 
air inside the balloon froze in the liquid and then 
unfroze when taken out.

Other experiments included using air vacuums 
and super conductors.

The day ended with some information about 
careers for Physicists and also what jobs there are 
in Nanoscience. I found this very helpful. I enjoyed 
my experience in Trinity College and would love to 
go back again some day. Other experiments 
included using air vacuums and super conductors.

TThe day ended with some information about 
careers for Physicists and also what jobs there are 
in Nanoscience. I found this very helpful.

tour of the Centre of Research on Adaptive 
Nanostructures and Nanodevices (CRANN). This is 
Trinity’s research institute for Nanotechnology. In 
these buildings the institute works across the 
research spectrum for the development of new 
Nanomaterials. The CRANN consists of two very 
modern buildings that are specially designed to 
havehave unique architectural features that enable 
ultra low vibration measurements within the 
laboratories. On the day we were given a tour of 
all this and found it very interesting. 

Nanoscience and Nanotechonology involve 
studying and working with matter on an ultra 
small scale. One nanometre is one millionth of a 
millimetre e.g. a human hair is around 80,000 

Above all, on behalf of us all, I thank God our 
loving Father who bestows upon each and every 
one of us the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit 
through the gentle yet strong presence of Christ in 
our midst. Enjoy the Summer break and may we 
all return renewed and ready to enter fully into the 
adventure of a new academic year.

Le gach dea ghuí, Fr Tomás Surlis (President)

Bernard Morahan.
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L.C.V.P.
CLASS VISITS OUT

Irish Junior Mathematics Competition

InIn March 2012 93 First Year students from St. 
Nathy's College took part in the first round of a 
National Mathematics Competition. This 
competition is organised by the Irish Maths 
Teachers Association (IMTA) and is open to first 
year students only. It is the first time St. Nathy's 
College has competed. Approx. 6,000 first year 
studentsstudents from 163 schools around the country 
took part.

The five top ranking students, on the basis of 
their first round scores, were invited to attend a 
regional final in Castlebar on Friday 27 April 
2012. These students included (in order of merit): 
James McLoughlin, Niamh Guilfoyle, Megan 
Morris, Tobias Halouzka, and Ciaran Lavin.

TThe same one hour, multiple choice exam was 
given to 363 finalists, from 130 schools, in ten 
different venues around the country. Students 
from Mayo, Sligo and Galway competed against 
St. Nathy students in Castlebar.

FFollowing the exam, students were given 
refreshments as the teachers corrected the 
scripts.

Tobias Halouzka with his Maths teacher Mr 
Mark Hennigan receiving 3rd prize in the Irish 
Junior Maths Competition 2012 from Mr Paul 
Philbin. 

Students Niamh Guilfoyle, Megan Morris, Ciaran 
Lavin, Tobias Halouzka, James McLoughlin  
receiving their Certificates with their teachers 
Ms Oonagh Redmond and Mr Mark Hennigan 
with Mr Paul Philbin of the Irish Maths Teachers 
Association 2012.

This was followed by presentation of prizes. On 
this occasion, Tobias Halouzka, Class 1D, 
performed extremely well, coming 3rd at the 
Castlebar venue. He was presented with a very 
nice trophy. His classmate, James McLoughlin, 
came 4th. All finalists were presented with 
certificates. The top ranking finalists from around 
thethe country can be found on the imta website 
(www.imta.ie).

Well done to all the first years who entered the 
competition. May it be the first of many 
mathematical challenges they rise to!

This year the transition years entered the ‘’one 
good idea’’ project campaign run by S.E.A.I. This 
took place during science class with Mrs. 
Redmond. The aim of this competition is to come 
up with ideas on how to save energy, then set up 
a campaign to get the message across.

TThe whole class took part and we formed groups 
of five. Once we came up with campaign ideas 
and a name for each group, we submitted it to 
S.E.A.I upon waiting confirmation of promotion 
to the top 100 teams in Ireland.

We were delighted to hear one group from the 
class had been accepted.

TTeam ‘’Local Heroes’’ begin working on their 
campaign. The idea for the local heroes 
campaign was to help save energy by reducing 
your food miles. Local heroes were trying to 
promote buying locally produced foods, and 
shopping at farmers markets.

The group consisted of six students; Zac Darcy, 
Niall Gallagher, Macauley Fumagalli , Cian 
Hanley, Thomas Greene and Bernard Morahan. 
Each member had their own specific part to play 
such as research , promotion , keeping note of 
what we did and diary management.

WWe conducted a survey, produced a leaflet, 
designed a logo and t-shirt, decorated a tractor, 
wrote articles for the newspapers ‘’The 
Roscommon Herald and The Connaught 
Telegraph’’ and even did a live interview on Mid 
west radio.

FFrom the results of our surveys we learned that 
most people found quality and price the most 
important aspects of shopping. One of the ideas 
we came up with in our campaign was to set up 
a delivery service for farmers markets produce. 
Hopefully this idea will take off.

WWe estimate we reached about 100,000 people 
altogether.

Throughout the school year, the students of 
St. Nathy’s College along with the help of 
some of the teachers especially Ms. Staunton, 
did a great deal of fundraising. The total 
amount raised by our students was €7,675.

The organisations that have
benefited are as follows:

CCONCERN                         €2,061
THE BRIAN  COLLERN FUND                        €1,435
SPECIAL OLYMPICS IRELAND                       € 1,300
M.S. IRELAND             € 1,267
TROCAIRE                           € 480
AWARE                 €397
IRISH HEART FOUNDATION               €272
RREHABILITATION IRELAND               €208
CANCER RESEARCH IRELAND                          €105
GOAL                   €100
FAMILY AND LIFE                  €50

AtAt the beginning of the year we set a target 
of €7,000, and we are glad to announce that 
we have surpassed that goal and have raised 
€7,675.

We would like to extend a word of thanks to 
all who helped especially our general public 
who gave so willingly.

TThis is a special thanks to all the transition 
year teachers who made our year one to 
remember . Thank you for all the many 
opportunities you provided to leave the 
classroom to go on field trips and  education 
workshops, it has been a very enjoyable and 
engaging year.

TThank you from TY 2012.

Maths Success!
Fundraising Success.

A group of transition years
get ‘’One Good Idea’’
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ATHLETICS

Did You Know???

Congratulations to the respective football teams 
for their sporting victories which resulted in a 
collection of trophies being brought to St. 
Nathy’s College this year.

FFootball success included the Juvenile Mayo 
Colleges A O’Haire Cup, Juvenile Connaught 
League and Championship, Junior A Mayo 
Colleges Colleran Cup and Junior B Connaught 
League.

A total of thirty five students represented the 
college at this year’s Regional Qualifiers in 
Dangan, Galway on Wednesday, May 2nd.

The following qualified for the Connaught 
Finals;

Inter Javelin................. Davis Megres
Junior Discus ................Avril Hannon
Junior 1500m...............Dylan Junior 1500m...............Dylan Feeney
Inter 3000m.................Tali Povolotski
Inter Girls Relay............Caoimhe Hanley, Laoise 
Ryan, Kieva Tansey, Tali Povolotski

At the finals on May 17th in Athlone IT, Davis 
Megres qualified for the All-Ireland Finals by 
finishing 2nd in the Inter Javelin.

Did you know that St Nathy’s College holds 
three Connaught Schools Athletics Records – 
Gráinne O’Mahony in the Senior Long Jump 
with a jump of 5.60m in 1997, and also Alan 
Clark who holds records in both Intermediate 
and Senior Javelin, with a throw of 55.40m in 
1989.

Gaelic Victory

LADIES FOOTBALL 2011-2012
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Our new basketball referee’s who all passed 
their level 1 theory test and are currently being 
assessed in their practicals.

L /R : A. Egan, B. Cauldwell, J. Dunne, S. Cunniffe, 
C. O Donnell, E. Hannon, L. Lavin, M. Mulligan, L. 
Foley, G. Nolan, D. Arafa, B. Hannon, S. Waldron, 
P. Tansey, L. Flynn And S. Mitchel.
Missing from photo A. Durkin and D. Dunne

Under-16 Boys Runners Up in North/West Region 
‘A’ League and participants in All- Ireland A 
play-offs at Árd Scoil Rathangan where they also 
played Colaiste Eanna Dublin and St. Brendan’s 
Killarney.

Team F/row: E. O’Brien, C. O’Donnell, S. Akram, K. 
Curley, M. Duffy, R. Mulligan.

B/rowB/row: D. Dunne, C. Hanley, O. Zulqifar, R. Tansey, 
T. Greene, M. Tansey.

Missing from photo D. Megris.

The 2nd yr Boys Runners-up in the North/West 
Region A league and participated in the
All-Ireland A Play-offs at Presentation College 
Bray, where they also played St.Joseph’s
(The Bish) Galway and Mercy Mounthawk Tralee.

Team F/ row: S. Crean, P. Cunniffe, O. Mc Donnell, 
R. Mulligan, L. O’Grady, J. Lafferty.

B/rowB/row: R. Cahill, B. Szwarc, M. Duffy, R. Tansey, D. 
Kelly, C. Lavin, D. Feeney. 

Missing from photo A. Mullen.

The 1st year boys started out on their league 
campaign against St Muredach’s Ballina, St. 
Eunan’s Letterkenny and St. Louis’ Kiltimagh, 
suffering defeats to all three but despite this they 
were gradually beginning to play well together. 
Travelling to Coláiste Cholmcille Ballyshannon 
they had some great chances to win but their lack 
ofof experience and playing at ‘A’ level was a step 
too far. The win eventually came against Abbey 
Vocational Donegal and after that their 
confidence grew and they came up trumps again 
against Summerhill Sligo. Roll on next season!

Team: P. Cunniffe, S. Haider, D. Lowry, D. Mc 
Dermott, D. Forrest, J. Surlis, L. O’Grady, S. Haidyat, 
S. Cunniffe, S. Groarke, S. O’Grady, C. Lavin, J. 
Richardson, A. Smyth, R. Cahill R. Corrigan, R. 
Dooney, J. Lennon, C. Helbert.

TThe 1st and 2nd year girls competition was moved 
to the Western Region and it was very 
disappointing due to the lack of  fixtures they had, 
so moving back to the North-West region next 
season is a possibility.

TThe 2nd year girls played in the West Regional 
semi-final against Jesus & Mary Salerno, Galway 
where they gave a very good account of 
themselves, considering their lack of match 
practice they  only lost by 4 points in a very 
exciting game.

TTeam: C. Mc Dermott, N. Flannery, C. Farrell, R. 
Finan, L. Mc Hugh, C Baron, L. Mc Intyre,
L. Feeney, A.M. Coleman, G. Roddy, N. Duffy, M. 
Craughwell, C. Towey, M. Carmody C. Mc Dermott

1st1st yr Girls Team: C. Horan, L. Moriarty, N. 
O’Donnell, K. Monaghan, L. Flanagan, E. 
Watkinson, D. Hester, E. Loftus, T. Phillips, M. 
Greene, K. Flaherty, E Finan, O. Mc Carthy, M. 
Regan, A. Szwarc, L. Dowling, R. Maxwell, N. 
Kavanagh, C. Groarke,  Z. Kerrane, C. Mc Cann, C. 
Stephenson. 

BADMINTON BASKETBALL NEWS


