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A Time of Change 
As many of you are already aware, Fr 

Surlis has departed the college to take up a 

new role in University College Maynooth. 

He has been succeeded by Mr Declan 

Dunne as the college‟s new Principal. 

Students, parents and teachers alike wish 

them both every blessing. May they be 

successful in their new roles. 
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Pope John Paul II award celebration in Knock 

On the 5
th

 of April 2017 the Pope John Paul 

II award celebration was held in Knock. 7 

students from St. Nathy’s College attended 

the event, two of whom have completed their 

gold awards and five who are currently 

completing their awards. 

The national event started at 11:00 with an 

assembly at the Papal Cross at Knock Shrine. 
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A welcoming ceremony was 

then held with prayer and 

discussions about what the 

JPII award means to us. One 

of the speakers was Elma 

Walsh, the mother of the 

late Donal Walsh, who 

inspired so many people, 

through his courage in 

dealing with cancer at only 

16. Elma spoke on the 

power of enjoying life and 

received a standing ovation 
for her touching speech. 

Pope John Paul II award celebration in Knock 
(Continued) 

Congratulations are extended to Adam McAllister who competed 

in the U-17 National Badminton Championships in Waterford 

where he won all three titles. Previous to this, Adam also won two 

titles at the Leinster Open. 

Fundraising 

St Nathy's College was very successful in fundraising for 

various charities throughout the school year. As part of 

the CSPE curriculum, two third year classes opted to 

fundraise for a much needed cause to highlight an ever 

growing problem in Ireland today, that of homelessness.  

The 3H class chose to support the Galway Simon 

Community. Their project involved inviting a guest 

speaker to come and visit their class to raise awareness of 

the causes of homelessness in Ireland today. The students 

then followed this up by running an awareness campaign 

both within the school and also in two local national 

schools. 

Different groups of students visited these schools and gave 

presentations to the 6th class pupils highlighting the plight 

of the homeless in Ireland today and the areas in which 

our community can help. 

The culmination of their project was a non-uniform day 

which raised €950. They presented this cheque to Aaron 

Turner who is part of the fundraising team at Galway 
Simon. 

Badminton 

Papal Cross - Knock 

A past JPII award participant, Niamh McGlinchey and 

Elation Ministries provided music for the day. 

After lunch, the rosary was said at the Apparition Chapel 

and was followed by mass in the Basilica which was led by 

Bishop Donal McKeown, Patron of the award. Many 

students from different dioceses had a role to play in the 

mass. 

The day was an enjoyable experience for everyone. 

Adam‟s hard work, talent and dedication to his sport has 

resulted in him being selected to play on the Irish U-19 team 

travelling to the European Junior championships in France. This 

was all the more remarkable when you consider that Adam is 

only sixteen years old. 
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SciFest 

Thirty-six students, from first to fourth year, together with 

their sixteen projects, set off to Sligo IT early on Tuesday 

9 May 2017 to participate in the regional round of the 

National Science Fair, SciFest. Most of the students 

travelling to Sligo had already received awards for their 

projects in the school SciFest competition, held last 

January. 

A total of 157 projects were entered into the Sligo 

competition by schools coming from six different 

counties. There were three main categories (Technology, 

Physical Sciences and Life Sciences) and three age 

divisions – Junior (1st and 2nd years), Intermediate (3rd 

year and TY students) and Senior (5th and 6th year 

students).  

The projects from the St. Nathy‟s students were of a very 

high calibre. They impressed the judges with their 

enthusiasm and depth of knowledge in their chosen topics. 

As over 500 students eagerly awaited the announcement 

of the winners, our students were not disappointed as their 

long hours of hard work were recognised. We came away 

with 6 student awards. 

First place in the Life Sciences, junior category, went to 

Leah Blake, Sarah Smyth and Chloe Williams from class 

2A.  Their project was called "What makes us Tic?". Mr. 

Brady was also recognised for his work in mentoring this 

project and was awarded the ISTA Teacher award. 

Also receiving a first place award were sisters Maya and 

Sarah Nikin, from class 2J. The girls received first place in 

the Physical Sciences, Junior category, with their project 

titled "Orbital Eccentricity". In addition they won the 

Discover Space Award for their project, which included a 

model of the Solar System. Their teacher, Ms O. 

Redmond, received the Discover Space Teacher Award 

for mentoring this project. 

In the Senior Life Sciences category, 4th year students 

Marina Sweeney and Patrick Callaghan did us proud, by 

coming second place with their project called "We do 

what you Do, Not what you Say". 

Two further prizes were picked up in the junior categories. 

Third place in Life Sciences went to Jennifer Hogan and 

Pauline O'Grady, first year students from class 1M, with 

their project "Boiled Water Notice: Beware!". In their 

project they detected bacterial contamination in some 

household water supplies and discovered that it takes 

between 4 and 5 minutes of boiling to kill these bacteria. 

Also in third place, in the Physical Sciences category, was 

Aife Hayden, class 1M. In her project, called "Strawberry 

DNA", she investigated how to optimise the extraction of 

DNA from strawberries, using household products. 

Sarah, Leah and Chloe Maya and Sarah 

Patrick and Marina Pauline and Jennifer 

Aife and Dr Bill Crowe Kane Phillipa, Bryan 

Molloy and Dr Bill Crowe 
The final award went to 4th year students Bryan Molloy and Kane 

Phillips. Their project called "Achieving the Heights", which looked at 
the effect of reducing oxygen levels on physical performance, was 

highly commended in the Physical Sciences category.  
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Syrians visit from Kerry 

On April 26th, Mercy Mouthawk, a school from Co. 
Kerry, visited us here in the college. The purpose of 
the visit was to show our school community what it 
is like to have young Syrian refugees attend a 

secondary school in Ireland. 

 At the beginning of the year, Mercy Mouthawk 
received three Syrian refugees. Their TY class 
decided to base their Young Social Innovators 
project on the newcomers. They named their project, 
„Generation Integration‟. They created a video about 
the Syrian community arriving, how they welcomed 
them and also what the school has been doing 
throughout the year to help involve them. The 
visiting teacher stressed how important it was to 
speak with the new students as this will help 
significantly in terms of picking up the English 
language. The students spoke about a talent show 
they organized and a multi-cultural day to involve 
the Syrian students. The Syrians also gave an insight 
into their own culture by performing a dance. It was 
suggested that visiting the Syrians in their homes 
would help Irish students understand and absorb 

Syrian culture.  

The students from St Nathy‟s got the chance to speak 
to the Syrian students. One girl told of how she 
entered an art competition recently and drew a 
picture of a human body. The face had a mixture of 
light and dark skin. She wanted to emphasise the fact 
that despite the colour of our skin, we are all the 
same. If we work together we can achieve great 
things. This lesson is crucial for our time especially 
as our local community has recently welcomed some 

Syrian Refugees into the town. 

Full size photos with captions are available on 

www.stnathys.com under Galleries 

Student Awards 

The aim of the Student Awards in St Nathy‟s College is 
to give recognition to students who have contributed 
significantly to the life of the school in their own unique 
and particular way. Many facets of student activity are 

taken into account. 

They include academic achievements, 100% attendance, 
sporting achievements, outstanding contributions in the 
area of extra-curricular activities, model example shown 
to the student body, major contributions to the effective 
running of the school by way of co-operation and 
leadership skills, as well as exhibiting dedication, 

commitment and endeavour. 

After consultation within the school, a significant number 
of students were chosen to receive recognition at the 
Student Awards Night which was held in the College on 

May 11th last. 

A wonderful atmosphere pervaded the evening as the 
College marked the achievements of its students in the 
presence of parents, family, staff members and the Board 
of Management. The following is just a sample of some 

of the recipients. 

Full size photos with captions are available on 

www.stnathys.com under Galleries. 
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Adam Phillips, a Leaving Certificate student, has been 

training and running with Swinford Athletic Club for a 

number of years now. He focuses mainly on long distance 

running. 

Due to Adam‟s success in the Connacht indoor competition 

where he won the 1500m and 800m, he qualified for the All-

Ireland indoors competition. 

This took place in the Athlone International Indoor Arena. 

Adam's hard work paid off as he came second in this race, 

which means second in all of Ireland! In the 800m race 

Adam was placed 4th. We are all extremely proud of Adam 
and wish him all the best in future competitions. 

Athletics. 

 

We are sure that his 

competing in the Olympics is 

not too far away! 
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Tommy Hanley Our school community was greatly saddened at the passing of 

one of our students, Tommy Hanley. What follows is not a 

eulogy to Tommy. Rather, it is an effort to capture the essence 

of a gentle young man. A young man who had that endearing 

capacity to always manage a smiling 'sorry' whenever he was 

mildly corrected for what he loved most – a wee chat! 

Tommy's seat, these past few months, was often left empty. It 

was as if the class or providence knew no one else could fill it 

but him, often prompting us to pray and hope, and pray and 

hope, for a miracle.  That miracle didn't come. Not in the way 

we wanted it to anyway. But the miracle of his smile, his 

courage, his tenacity to come in to school just to see us, just to 

have a normal day again, to be at ease and make others at 

ease, that memory will always stay with us. Despite knowing, 

as he did, that the journey ahead would be very difficult and 

that the odds were against him, Tommy stayed strong 

throughout. And he kept smiling.  

Tommy had something precious, a gift that Our Lady had 

too, and that was humility. He had a virtue that really marked 

him out as a young man on the path to becoming a real man. 

He never thought he was on this earth to show how important 

he was. Rather, without him ever realising it, he showed us 

that true humility is not thinking less of yourself, it is thinking 

of yourself less. It would never dawn on Tommy the 

difference he could make in the lives of his classmates and 

teachers. Our students are the ones who knew the real 

Tommy. He was their friend and classmate and they are 

missing his presence deeply. It is fitting that our students get 

to express their memories of Tommy and so the following 

lines have been composed by the students themselves in an 

attempt to capture their memories of a friend: 

“We remember a normal teenage lad who loved sports. He 
“We remember a normal teenage lad who loved sports. He was competitive and he was so passionate about winning. He loved 

basketball and it was him who taught us the rules for Australian football. He was also mad about computer games – he loved 

the play station.” 

“I remember his infectious smile. It was a mischievous smile. He often played tricks on us like pulling the seat out from under 

us! Both of us would get in trouble but Tommy always smiled a “sorry” and somehow that eased the punishment we were both 

due from the teacher!” 

“We remember a young fella who was always positive even when he got in trouble! He sometimes got a punishment essay but 

even this would not get him down. He was known to fill most of the essay with pictures and diagrams instead of words! He 

always seemed to get away with it because, like us, the teachers seemed to see he was impossible to give out to!” 

“Tommy was always so positive – he always saw the good side of things. In a way we were all inspired by that and we‟ll 

remember it even now that he‟s no longer with us.” 

“We studied a book in class called “To Kill a Mockingbird”. In the book, Atticus Finch says that real courage is carrying on 

even when you know the odds are against you. “...real courage....It‟s when you know you‟re licked before you begin but you 

begin anyway and you see it through no matter what. You rarely win, but sometimes you do.” We don‟t need a character from 

the book to show us what he meant. Tommy showed us.” 

Tommy carried a cross only he and his family could know the weight of. He was an astounding witness to hope and he taught 

us, students and teachers alike, the meaning of the word courage.  

Tommy, we'll miss you, your seat is irreplaceable. 
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St. Nathy’s Juvenile Footballers Have Plenty 

Of Credit In The Bank. 

The Juvenile footballers can be very proud of their efforts 

this season, reaching the semi-finals of the League and the 

quarter-finals of the Championship. 

The future is certainly bright with a young and enthusiastic 

squad and two dedicated and hardworking coaches in Mr. 

Dockery and Mr.Dolan. Excitement is already building for 

next season where the team will look to make a push for 

honours. 

The panel would like to thank Bill Golden and 

Ballaghaderreen Credit Union for generously sponsoring 

the team‟s new O‟Neills‟ training tops. 

Basketball Tournament in memory of 

Tommy Hanley. 

The third year students organised a basketball tournament 

in memory of their friend and classmate Tommy who had a 

deep love of basketball. The winning trophies were 
presented by Tommie‟s parents Andy and Natalie Hanley. 

3rd Year Participants. Jack Mc Dermott, Aoife Coleman, Sasha Lavin, Aaron Dowd, 

Jamie Mitchell with Andy and Natalie Hanley. 



 

 

8 

Newsletter July 2017 

 

 

  

St. Vincent de Paul Youth Presentation Day 

On the 26th of April at 9.30am St. Nathy‟s transition 

year group set off to the Sligo Park Hotel with their 

St. Vincent de Paul projects. The day started off with 

interviews and pictures of the group. They were then 

questioned about their projects and asked how their 

project made a difference. 

The host of the presentations was Sharon, who has 

been working with St. Vincent de Paul for a number 

of years now. She has previously visited our school 

and helped students with their ideas. 

There were over 20 schools present on the day, all 

with their own unique projects. Each school had a 

stand to display their projects and every school was 

allocated a time to go up on stage and present their 

projects. St. Nathy‟s started off with Kevin O‟Dowd 

talking about the work that had been done in the area 

of mental health. Jarlath Lavin talked about the work 

carried out in Ozanam house. 

Erica Sampey and Theresa Devine then sang a song 

they had composed on their ukulele and guitar about 

all the work the students did with St. Vincent de 

Paul. They composed the songs themselves and 

everyone was impressed with their talent. 

Finally, Alison Flanagan and James Coleman 

presented a power point on mental health which had 

been shown to the First Years over the course of a 

week to highlight the importance of self-confidence 

and self-belief. As a group, the students put in a lot of 

hard work throughout the year and have tried to 

make a difference in the lives of others. 

Transition Year trip to Italy. 

Boat trip of Lake Garda 

We travelled to Italy on the 6th of May with our Transition year 

class and three teachers, Ms. Cawley, Mr. Dolan and Mr. Lennon. 

We arrived in Bergamo airport on the outskirts of Milan and from 

there we continued to the picturesque town of Sirmione where we 

browsed the local shops and sampled traditional Italian cuisine. 

After filling up on delicious food we then took a boat trip on Lake 

Garda. Unfortunately, due to the language barrier between the class 

and our driver, we were only pointed out the most prominent tourist 

and historical attractions such as the famous Amria Callas house and 

a local famous castle. This certainly didn‟t affect our enjoyment as 

the scenery was simply stunning.  

Gardaland 

On the third day of our TY trip we went to Gardaland which is a 

theme park in Lake Garda. It is one of the most famous theme parks 

in Europe. The Park contained six roller coasters and a total of thirty 

two rides. 

Our TY class arrived at Gardaland at 10:30 AM. We were given our 

passes and we went off in groups. The main roller coasters were the 

Blue Tornado, Oblivion, The Raptor, Shaman, Colorado Boat, 

There were many other attractions there too, such as the many 

unique restaurants and food stands. Not only did we experience the 

thrill of an adventure park but we also experienced a little of the 

culture too! 

We stayed at Gardaland until 5pm but we would happily have spent 

another five hours here! The theme park was a highlight of our trip 

and we would highly recommend it to children, teens and adults 

alike. 
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Transition Year trip to Italy 

(continued) 

Trip to Venice  

On the 8th of May 2017, St Nathy‟s College TY spent the 

day in Venice, Italy. We set off at 9am for a two hour bus 

journey. Once arriving we walked through many markets 

consisting of Italian food, drinks magnets and other 

souvenirs. We then had to get on a boat which was to drop 

us off on the island of Venice. It was a 15 minute boat trip. 

Once arriving at Venice we walked to St. Mark‟s Square 

and waited for our tour guide who was to give us a two 

hour walking tour of Venice. We met with our guide and 

started the tour. She first showed us St. Mark‟s Square and 

the Basilica. 

The Basilica is 141 feet high and was finished in 1071 AD. 

St Mark‟s Basilica is a beautiful structure that many tourists 

flock to each year. One thing I noticed about St Mark‟s 

Square is the number of designer shops such as Versace, 

Gucci and many more. She then showed us around the 

alley ways. They were very small. Our tour guide later 

showed us Palazzo Contarini del Bovolo which is a palace 

in Venice. It is best known for its multi arch spiral stair case. 

I found this palace very interesting as I had never really seen 

architecture like it before. Once we had finished the walking 

tour of Venice we went on a gondola trip. Gondolas are the 

second most used transport in Venice after walking. They 

are long canoe like boats. They are run by a man who 

stands on the back with a big pole. We really enjoyed the 

gondola trip as it shows you a Venice that you wouldn‟t see 

walking. After the gondolas we split up and went for lunch, 

of course we had a pizza and ice-cream. Overall it was a 

fantastic day in Venice and a fantastic trip to Italy. I am 

very grateful to the teachers who came: Mr Lennon, Mr 

Dolan and Mrs Cawley. 

It is home to AC Milan and Internazionale, two of the most 

famous soccer clubs in the world where their rivalry is steeped 

in history and to this day still remains fierce. Not to mention 

they share the same stadium. No other city in the world has 

two teams which are so successful. Some of my earliest 

memories of soccer are of AC Milan, I was utterly enchanted 

by players such as Ronaldinho, Ibrahimovic, Pirlo and my 

favourite player of all time the Brazilian magician Kaka. So I 

had some personal expectations coming to the stadium. Milan 

and Inter have been serial winners since their formation. 

 

We entered the stadium into a modest museum which had 

many famous players’ jerseys on display. Many of my 

classmates were disappointed with this museum. I too was 

curious as to why the museum was so small. Surely, I thought, 

there has to be more they could display with the rivalry and the 

history of the two clubs. Barcelona’s Nou Camp on the other 

hand has a lavish museum we then continued through the press 

room and on to the dressing rooms where our Milanese tour 

guide showed us both teams’ dressing rooms, only a few 

metres apart. 

 

First we entered the black and red themed dressing room of 

Milan. We were told how the dressing room was designed in 

accordance to Silvio Burlusconi, the club president’s value of 

individuality, pointing out where different players sit such as 

the captain and so-on. The Inter dressing room was designed 

with the club’s priority on the team. As we left the dressing 

rooms my mind wandered back to the Nou Camp and I 

remembered how modern and new they looked compared to 

those in the San Siro. We then made our way through the 

tunnel and out to the pitch. The sight took my breath away. The 

tiers of seats were so high and steep, less than half the pitch 

was in sunlight. 

 

The famous four towers and the roof structure were unique and 

instantly recognisable. We were then given some fun facts such 

as how it has a 78,000 capacity, the grass isn’t fully real 

because of the lack of sunlight and where the Milan and Inter 

fans sit during the derby. I could only imagine the place full on 

derby day, the passion, the hostility, the noise, the football. I 

left the stadium very happy, even more so than when I left the 

Nou Camp. I wasn’t sure why that was, but then it hit me. 

Barcelona’s fancy dressing rooms, museums and press rooms 

were irrelevant. 

 

It is not the money that makes football special. From its 

location to those who work there, the San Siro is surrounded by 

the people of Milan. They don’t need fancy dressing rooms, 

they let the football, fans and culture speak for themselves. The 

Nou Camp has fallen into the trap of trying too hard to deal 

with the needs of their international fans that is becoming more 

a Qatar Foundation commercial circus than a Barcelona 

stadium. The San Siro, on the other hand is Milanese through 

and through, not trying to be anything other than a football 

stadium and it works perfectly. 

 

All I want to do now is to go and see a derby there.  
 

San Siro 

 
On a sunny Italian Wednesday we drove on the motorway, 

through Milan’s industrial outskirts edging closer to our 

destination. Soon the industry gave way to the high rise 

residential apartments and then we saw it, the San Siro 

emerged, rising above the trees in the residential area it calls 

home. 

I found it strange, other stadiums such as Barcelona’s Nou 

Camp is situated very near the city centre in what seems like a 

well off area. The San Siro, on the other hand, is situated away 

from the city centre and in a working class area. 

Once you see the stadium it dominates your line of sight, its 

huge towers rising from the ground, its massive red rafters 

demanding your eyes attention. The structure is more akin to 

castle than a stadium. 


