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Class trip to the Gaiety 
On Wednesday 3rd February, Leaving Certificate and Transition 

Year students, along with their English teachers, travelled to the 

Gaiety Theatre in Dublin to see John B. Keane’s play “Big Maggie”.  

The play has been getting great reviews and stars the talented Aisling 

O’Sullivan, Keith Duffy and Clare Barrett. 

The play, which is being studied as part of this year’s Leaving 

Certificate, tells the story of Maggie Polpin.  It follows Maggie’s 

journey as she tries to make a better life for herself and her children in 

1960s Ireland.   

The students thoroughly enjoyed the day and all agreed that seeing it 

on stage really brought it to life for them. 
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So far this year in St. Nathy’s College we 
have been hugely successful when it comes to 
charity work. Ms. O’Dowd’s second year 

religion class participated in the Christmas 
shoebox appeal for the homeless in Co. Sligo. 

She received many shoe boxes filled with 
hats, gloves, socks, toiletries, chocolate bars, 

sweets, protein bars, decks of cards and 
stationary.  

On Friday, December 11th the TY students 

went outside some of the main businesses in 
town and collected €521 for Focus Ireland. 
Between students and those who attended 

our mass and carol service we raised €1391 
for SVP and Focus Ireland.  

The TY and 5th year students sold angel 
pins, in the school and in local businesses and 

made €1013 for the Irish Wheelchair 
Association.  

Some of Ms. Staunton’s junior classes 

completed the MS Readathon and raised 
€723 for MS Ireland.  

 Leaving Certificate and TY Students did a 
10 mile walk and raised €1800 for Bothar to 

buy a cow in calf called Attracta to be sent to 
a family in need.  

Much voluntary work has been completed by 
TY students as they visited SVP centres and 

retirement homes. We hope to continue the 
wonderful work throughout the year. 

An Energy Management Team has been set up to 
promote energy efficiency and good energy 

saving practices in our school.  Our Energy 
Statement is as follows: 

St Nathy’s College is dedicated to implementing 
energy efficient practices, recognising that it is 

essential to provide a leading example to our 
students and to the wider community. 

We are committed to the following: 

 Communicating our energy statement and 
energy programme to all staff & students. 

 Minimising expenditure & the impact that 
our energy has on the environment. 

 Continual improvement in reducing our 
energy/usage. 

 Ensuring suppliers & contractors are 

aware of our energy programme. 

Iveagh Scholar Success 

Congratulations to Conor O’Connell (TY) who has 
won a national essay competition for his essay 
entitled “Honouring the Past, Imagining the 
Future.” 

 Conor will be one of thirty students from around the 
country who will receive an Iveagh Scholarship to 

work with the government in Dublin next April.  

Well done Conor and congratulations from all at St. 

Nathy’s. 

Energy Awareness 
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The first is of the winners in the NUIG essay competition. They are Michael Raleigh 
(1st), Tom Murray (2nd) and Mohammid Hamid and Annie Quinlan (joint 3rd). Also 
pictured is Dr. Siobhan Gaughan, Laboratory Manager, REMEDI, NUIG. The title 
of the essay was "The Future role of Stem Cells in Healthcare". They were awarded 
prizes of €200, €150 and €100 respectively and have been invited to visit the 
REMEDI laboratories at NUIG. 

The second photo is of the overall winners of SciFest 2015/2016. The three 4th year 
students are Paige Blake, Celine Shannon and Shannon Smyth. Their project was 
called "Music to my Ears". In their study they found a high level of hearing loss 
among students in St. Nathy's College. They found a strong correlation between this 

hearing impairment and (I) The volume of music the students listened to (the louder 
the music, the greater the hearing loss); (ii) The length of time students listened to 
music (the greater the time the greater the 

hearing loss) and (iii) Use of headphones (students who regularly used headphones had greater levels of hearing loss). 

SciFest Runner-up was a project called "The Truth behind Anti-Bacterial Soap". This was presented by three second 
year students, Leanne Collins, Niamh O'Dowd and Lauren 
Frain. They found that anti-bacterial soap is no better at 
removing bacteria that "normal" soap. 

Best individual project went tofirst year student Isobella 
Bottom, with her project which set out to examine the effect of 
feeding peanuts to chickens. She weighted and measured the 
lengths of eggs produced as 5 peanuts/day was added to the 
chickens' diets. To her surprise the chickens stopped laying! 

Thee more first year girls scooped the top prize in the 
biological sciences category. They are Leak Blake, Sarah 
Smyth and Chloe Williams. Their project was called "Strength 
in numbers". They did experiments to demonstrate that as the 
number of an item increases, it gets stronger eg it is harder to 
tear through ten sheets of paper that to tear through one sheet. 
They proposed that this is also the case with humans. One is 
stronger as part of a group than by themselves! 

Fourth year students Kuba Callaghan, Elliott Darcy and 
Tom Byrne also got a prize in the biological sciences 
category. They posed the question what’s in St. Nathy's 

Water?" They did tests on water samples throughout the 
College. 

The main source of contamination was the Holy Water 
font, in front of the Oratory. It was found to have very 
high levels of bacterial contamination. 

Winning projects in the Physical Sciences category 
included "How is Modern Technology changing our 
lives?", "Can we see invisible uv light?", "The effects of 
hair dye on hair" and "Bicarbonate of Soda vs Baking 
Powder". 

 

Science Competition 
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Book Club 

Book Club has been running every 
Thursday at lunchtime for students from all 
year groups.  This year, as well as discussing 
books, students have been working on 

projects to promote literacy in the school. 

 Each student chose an Irish author and 
researched the background and works of 
that author.  Their projects were displayed 
throughout the school. 

Badminton 

Congratulations to the Girls U15 Badminton 
team who won Gold at the Community 

Games All Ireland Finals in August 2015.   

This is the second time the girls have claimed 
the title.  All would agree that to win an All 
Ireland final is a difficult task so to have back 

to back wins is a great achievement! 
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Well done to the following students that 
travelled to Galway Lawn Tennis Club on 
Friday the 26th February to compete in the 

Connacht 'B' Schools Finals. 

The U-16 girls 'B' Team came runners-up in 
the Connacht final.  They beat the Convent of 
Mercy, Roscommon 6-0 and lost marginally to 
the Sacret Heart School, Wesport. 

The Team was: 

Zoe Kelly, Amy Kelly, Niamh Jordan, Saoirse 

Towey. 

The U-14 girls 'B' Team won the Connacht 
Final beating The Sacret Heart Secondary 

School, Wesport 6-0. 

The Team was: 

Jessica Feeney, Madeline Bell, Charlotte 

Southwell and Isabella Puncheon.  

These girls have now succeeded in qualifying 
for the All-Ireland finals that will be held in 

Gormanston on Wednesday the 9th of March. 

The U-16 'A' Boys team have also qualified for 

the All-Ireland finals.   

This Team is: 

Adam Mc Allister, Gerard Forest, Jarlath 

Lavin and James Coleman. 

Everyone at St. Nathy’s would also like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate Adam 
McAllister who has been selected to play for 
the U-16 Irish squad. 
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Senior Girls Football 

The Senior Girls were unfortunately 

beaten at the Connacht semifinal stage of 
this year’s Senior C competition. 

They played a very competitive game 
against the eventual Connacht champions, 

Sacred Heart School from Westport, on 
Monday 18th January on our school pitch.  

The girls were beaten by 2 points in the 
end and were unlucky to have lost. This 

game ended the 2015/2016 season for the 
St. Nathy’s Senior Girls’ team. 
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A massive congratulations to our Junior girls football team for getting to the Connacht Final.   

The girls had a tough journey to the final.  On their journey they beat: 

 Ballyhaunis Community College 6-5 to 5-7,  

 St. Josephs Secondary School Foxford 7-8 to 5-13,  

 Coola Post Primary School Sligo 8-16 to 0-4,  

 Ursuline College Sligo 11-6 to 3-7 and  

 St. Louis Community School Kiltimagh 13-11 to 3-3.   

With some outstanding displays of football we won all our games.  We then travelled to Claremorris to play 
Mount Saint Michaels in the Connacht Semi Final.  The girls fought hard and it ended up being a very close 

contest with St. Nathy’s winning 8-7 to 4-12.   

For the Connacht Final we travelled to Ballyhaunis Centre of Excellence to play a very tough opposition, 
Ard Scoil Mhuire Ballinasloe.  We had to play on Saturday the 6th February due to both schools having mock 
exams mid-week and this competition goes to the 

All-Ireland series. 

The Connacht Final was played on the astro-turf 
which made the game very fast.  It was also played 
in extreme weather conditions.  There was a gale 

force wind which meant the team playing with the 
wind had a clear advantage.  We were 3-6 to 1-1 up 

at half time but unfortunately in the second half the 
wind proved too difficult for us to score.  In the 

second half we scored just one point and Ard Scoil 
Mhuire were successful in scoring four consecutive 
points and in the last ten minutes they scored three 

goals.  Once they went ahead for the first time in 
the game by just one point it proved too late for the St. Nathy’s girls and unfortunately it was not to beas the 

whistle went.  The final score was St. Nathys 3-7, Ard Scoil Mhuire 4-5. 

I would like to take this opportunity to praise the girls for the hard work and dedication they showed not only 

on the day of the final, but all the way through the competition.  They were a credit to themselves, their 
school and their families.  A big thank you to the dedicated supporters that turned out on the day of the final 

under such terrible conditions.  

I also want to commend a number of players that had some outstanding performances throughout the 
competition.  Firstly to Megan Mc Cormack who scored an unbelievable total of 16 goals and 22 points!!!  
Superb!!  Sasha Lavin who played extremely well in goal.Shannon Doherty and Shauna Golden who worked 

tirelessly in Defence.  Anna Loftus and Clare Sampey who worked so hard in Midfield.  Louise Regan, 
Shannon Dowd and Roisin Molloy who were also outstanding in the forward line.   

But a massive well done to all the panel of players.   We are very much looking forward to progressing on 
this achievement next year. 

Many Thanks, Miss. Fallon and Ms.Gordon. 

U-16 Junior Girls Football Team 
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Basketball News 

U19 Girls Basketball Team 2015/16. 

All Ireland Schools Cup Bronze medal 
winners. West Regional League semi- 
finalists. Back row: Anna Creaton, 

Meaveen Greene, Shannon Doherty, 
Rebecca Finan, Louise Regan, Ada 

Swarc.   Front row: Niamh O'Donnell, 
Megan McCormack, Shauna Golden, 

Niamh Flannery, Niamh Jordan, Orlaith 
Towey. 

U16 Boys Basketball Team 2015/16. 

All Ireland Subway School Cup Finalist. 

Back row: Keelan O'Callaghan, Gerard 
Forrest, Jamie Lunt, David McBrien, David 
McHugh, Patrick O'Grady, Jack Freeman. 

Front row: Neil Dozio, Cian Tansey, 
Rioghan Lowry, Liam Coleman, Chris 
Kennedy, Adam McAllister, Jack 
Craughwell. 

U19 Boys Basketball Team 2015/16 

North/West Regional Winners, qualifying 
for All Ireland League Tournament 
play/offs.  

Front row: Oisin McDonnell, Ronan 
Mulligan, Darragh Lowry, Colin Dwyer, 
Aiden Rogers, Thomas Dillon, Salman 

Haidir. 

Back row: Ciaran Lavin, Tom Murray, 
Ronan Cahill, Donhnaill Forrest, Ryan 
Corrigan, Sohaib Hidiyat, Shane O'Grady, 

Eoin Egan, Josh McDermott. 
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Cross – Country 

On Thursday 28th of January twenty eight 

Athletes travelled to Calry, Sligo to 
compete in the North Connacht cross-
country competition. 

Under very poor weather conditions 

sixteen students succeeded in qualifying 
for the Connacht Finals on Tuesday 23rd 

February.  Well done to the following 
students that qualified; 

Minor Boys: Shane Hamilton and Conor 

Durkan 

Junior Girls: Zara Loftus, Sian Kelly, 

Ilana Phillips, Erin Phillips, Louise 

Costello 

Junior Boys: Keelan Feeney 

Intermediate Girls: Aoife Coyle 

Intermediate Boys: Adam Phillips, Oran 

Hester, Dylan Kelly, Ciaran Walshe, 
Bryan Molloy,  Oisin Phillips 

Senior Boys: Dean Darcy. 

The very best of luck to all students 
involved.  The All-Ireland Finals will be 

in the Sligo Racecourse on Saturday the 
5th March.  

 


