
Mr Enda Forde,
Member of Staff,
St Nathy’s College, 1995-2015

Knock Retreat

Mr Enda Forde passed away at his home on 
Sunday 4th January 2015. He died as he had 
lived: quietly, gently and peacefully. Mr Forde 
was a member of the teaching staff of St 
Nathy’s College from the time of the 
amalgamation in 1995 and before that he was a 
member of staff in the Vocational School, 
Ballaghaderreen.Ballaghaderreen. He was a man whom we are 
proud to have called colleague and friend and 
his witty, unassuming presence will be greatly 
missed.

Perhaps his students put it best when they 
wrote: “It was with great sorrow that we, the 
students of St Nathy’s College, learned of the 
sudden passing of Mr Forde. As his former 
students, we are truly shocked and saddened at 
the loss of a person who played such an 
important role in our lives. Mr Forde will be 
rememberedremembered with fondness and respect by the 
many pupils whom he taught during his long 
career. He was a true gentleman who always 
sought the best for and from his students. We 
will always be grateful to Mr Forde for 
instilling in us an appreciation of History. He 
had a particular interest in the Renaissance and 
nevernever tired of discussing the works of 
Leonardo da Vinci. On behalf of the student 
body of St Nathy’s College, we would like to 
extend our deepest sympathy to Mr Forde’s 
wife and family. He will be sadly missed.” Zoe 
Kerrane, Eimear Finan, Jack Surlis & Stephen 
Hayden.

The College closed on Thursday, January 8th 
as a mark of respect for Mr Forde and to enable 
staff and students to attend his Funeral Mass in 
the Church of the Holy Family, Kiltimagh at 
12p.m. on the day that he was laid to rest.

AnAn Té a d’fhúlaing páis ar chrann na croise ar 
a son, go dtuga Sé suaimhneas dó i gcuideachta 
na haingil agus ar na naoimh.

Fr Tomás Surlis
President

The late Mr Enda Forde R.I.P.

On the 7th of October, the TY class enjoyed a 
retreat to Knock. It was a day for all the TY 
classes from around Ireland. An unbelievable 
3000 students gathered to mingle and enjoy a 
day of prayer and reflection.

WWe arrived at Knock Shrine at about half past 
eleven on Tuesday morning. We were given an 
hour to get the chance to talk to our peers and 
classmates from around Ireland. After that, we 
all gathered in the Basilica to hear speeches 
from three very different but interesting people. 
The first person was a semi-professional 23 
yearyear old football player. He talked about how 
his life has changed since God entered it. When 
he was a young teen he was always drinking 
and partying, and felt so empty in life. When he 
decided to become a pioneer in his mid teens he 
felt a sense of happiness and relief. The second 
person was a nun named Sr. Monica. She 
explainedexplained that she had a very normal childhood 
but felt that God was calling her to become a 
nun, so she did.

The last speaker grabbed everyone's attention 
before he said a word. It was Tyrone Manager 
Mickey Hart. He undoubtedly had words of 
wisdom for us. He spoke of the importance of 
the Rosary in his life. He said that God always 
listens and that even giving him two minutes of 
your day counts.

TheThe day ended with a Mass and we were given 
a Youcat (Youth Catechism) to read and rosary 
beads to keep. The Papal Nuncio very 
graciously blessed all of our religious items and 
after a decade of the Rosary, led by Mickey 
Hart, we left for the bus.

We all thoroughly enjoyed the experience.
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Juno and the Paycock
St. Nathy’s Transition Year presented one of 
Sean O’Casey’s finest plays Juno and the 
Paycock in St Nathy’s College on December 
3rd, 4th and 5th last. This production took 
three months and a huge amount of work and 
planning.

TheThe idea of doing a play was discussed with 
us during an English class at the beginning of 
the school year. It went from planning stage 
to learning lines to casting for the play. We 
stayed back after school many days and 
practiced each scene until we had it as close 
to perfect as we could. It really took a team 
efeffort and all the class had to pull together in 
order for the play to pay off.

For all students, it was their first time to 
perform on stage which meant that it would 
be all the more nerve-wracking for the actors. 
Current Leaving Certs from all over the 
country are studying the play which meant 
that students from many nearby schools were 
afforded the opportunity to see it performed 
on stage.on stage.

The Transition Year class performed the 
matinee shows on Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday and one evening show on Friday. The 
matinee shows were for schools and on Friday 
evening the play was performed for the public.

TheThe play was a great success and the students 
received great remarks about their acting skills. 
The students described their experience on 
stage as “unbeatable” and they said that there is 
nothing like the feeling that you get when you 
are up on stage acting.

The students of St Nathy’s College would like 
to thank their directors, Mrs. Staunton and Mr. 
Curran. The play could not have gone ahead 
without them.

TheyThey would also like to Mr Lennon, Mr 
Ó’Súilleabháin, members of the teaching and 
ancillary staff who helped out preparing for the 
play, local businesses for their sponsorship and 
all those who came to see it.

On November the 21st, St. Nathy’s Transition 
Year class went to the Titanic Museum in 
Belfast. We left Ballaghaderreen at 7a.m. and 
we arrived in Belfast at 11a.m. First, we spent 
an hour and a half looking around the 
museum; there was lots to read about the 
workers, captain and other information about 
thethe ship itself. We also saw what the different 
class cabins looked like.

During the day, we learned that the building 
contains more than 12,000 square metres of 
floor space. The building stands 126 feet 
(38m) high, the same height as the Titanic’s 
hull. A reproduction of the original staircase 
on the Titanic ship, made famous by James 
Cameron’s film ‘Titanic’ in 1997, is located 
inin the conference centre on the top floor of the 
museum.

The launch gallery in the Titanic museum 
shows scenes from the Spring Day when the 
Titanic was launched into Belfast Lough on 
31st May 1911, which was watched by 
100,000 people.

It was a very worthwhile and educational trip; 
we were given lots of interesting information 
about the Titanic which we never knew 
before. We would like to thank Mr. Lennon 
and Mr. Curran for such a wonderful day.

Titanic Belfast
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St. Nathy’s College Success at BT Young Scientist Competition 2015
St. Nathy’s College, Ballaghaderreen, had two projects in 
this year’s BT Young Scientist Competition. Both projects 
did very well and were highly commended by the judges.

InIn addition, one of the projects, “Analysing Le Chatalier’s 
Principle”, by Leaving Cert. student, Annie Regan, won 
the ISTA (Irish Science Teacher’s Association) award for 
the project best promoting the science curricula in Irish 
Second-Level schools. Annie was kept very busy at the 
RDS as Chemistry teachers from around the country 
quizzed her on her discovery of a new experiment to 
demonstrate oscillating reactions.demonstrate oscillating reactions.

The second project, by Second Year students, Saoirse 
Duffy and Roisin Byrne, looked at differences in the shell 
strengths of different poultry eggs. Much of this project 
was taken up by optimizing a chemical technique to 
measure the percentage calcium carbonate levels in the 
shells.

They found that duck eggs were stronger than chicken 
eggs. The levels of calcium carbonate in duck and free 
range chicken eggs were about the same and significantly 
higher than that in battery chicken eggs, despite the fact 
that battery chickens are supplemented with calcium in 
their diets.

Well done to all three students.

At the beginning of the school year, Mr Daniel Curley, from the 
Rathcroghan Visitor Centre, spoke to our class. His talk was 
divided into two parts. In the first part of his talk, he spoke to us 
about the Rathcroghan complex which, we were told, consists 
of nearly 250 archaeological sites.

TheThe complex, we were told, is older than the Tara complex. He 
told us about the visitor centre in Tulsk. He then talked about 
the work of an archaeologist, how a site is chosen, the 
tools/instruments that he/she uses, dating objects, problems on 
a dig, etc.

AsAs well as asking questions, we also got the chance to view 
some aerial photos, as well as view and handle a sword, 
spearhead, trowel and leather helmet.
Web Link: www.rathcroghan.ie

Gemma, Jack, Sean H (1M)

Six teams participated in the indoor soccer league which began 
after the mid-term break. Galway United finished top of the 
table with 21 points (Roisin, Christopher, Matthew and Colm). 
The league took place every Friday evening from 4 to 5p.m. in 
the Sports Complex. The league was for 1st Years and consisted 
of six teams including: Bray Wanderers, Cork City, Derry City, 
Galway United, Shamrock Rovers and Sligo Rovers.

ThereThere was a great turn out every Friday, great skills, great 
goals, honesty, fair play and fun. The commitment prize was 
awarded to Liam Greene. Congratulations also to Usama Israr 
who was awarded best goal of the league. Alex Meingan and 
Janis Danilovs (3E) refereed, compiled the fixtures and updated 
the table on a weekly basis. Well done to all. Meanwhile, 
Soccer (indoor and outdoor) for Third Year students continues 
each week.each week.

Web Link: www.airtricityleague.ie

1st Year Indoor Soccer League

Rathcroghan Talk
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I Mí na Samhna d’fhreastail tríocha scolairí ón dara bhliain ar chúrsa Gaeilge i 
gColáiste Uisce, Béal a’Mhuirthead, Co. Mhaigh Eo lena múinteoirí Gaeilge, 
Iníon Górdún agus Bean Úi Bhriain. Ghlac siad páirt i roinnt eachtraí ar nós 
tumadóíreacht ó Ché an Fhód Dhubh, seoltóireacht agus tonnmharcaíocht, peil 
agus cluichí páirce. Bhain siad fíor-taitneamh as na laethanta chomh maith leis 
an gceilí an oíche dheireanach sa halla.

BhíBhí ranganna Gaeilge acu chomh maith a chuir béim ar labhairt na teanga, 
briathra ‘sna haimsirí éagsula agus comhráití. Tá roinn na Gaeilge i gColáiste 
Náithí Naofa ag tnúth le cúrsaí eile a réachtáil sa todhchaí le scoláirí ó bhlianta 
eile. Tá béim mhór anois ar labhairt na teanga mar gheall ar an 40% atá ar fáil 
don scrúdú béil san Ardteist agus sa Teastas Sóisearach (roghnach) faoi láthair. 
Ní gá bheith ag plé le cúrsa ardléibhéal Gaeilge chun freastal ar aon cheann de 
na cúrsaí Gaeilge samhraidh ar fud na tíre. Tá scolaireachtaí ar fáil i mbliana le 
haghaidhhaghaidh roinnt coláistí samhraidh. Buail isteach chuig do mhúinteoir Gaeilge 
le tuilleadh eolais fúthu.

‘Beatha teanga í a labhairt’

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVP) 
was originally founded in France by 
Frederick Ozanam.

ItIt came to Ireland just before the Great 
Famine and is now the largest charitable 
organisation in Ireland with over 11,000 
volunteers and 1,250 conferences (groups) 
throughout the country. SVP works in over 
140 countries worldwide and has over 1.5 
million volunteers. It is a non-judgmental 
ororganisation which helps people in need 
through person-to-person contact, providing 
financial, emotional and social support, 
promoting self-sufficiency and working for 
social justice. Before Christmas, two 
volunteers from SVP spoke to our class about 
the conference in Ballaghaderreen.

They informed us that it has been in existence 
for 70 years and that it only had male 
volunteers until the early 1980’s when the first 
woman joined. The main work of the 
conference is visitation. People who are in 
need of help make contact with the conference 
whose members then visit individuals and 
familiesfamilies in their own homes. Food and fuel are 
the main forms of assistance that SVP 
provide. September and December, we were 
told, are the busiest months of the year for the 
local conference.

Demand for the services of SVP has increased 
rapidly since the recession. The talk follows 
on from the class collection (food and 
non-food items) last May.

Web Link: www.svp.ie

Sara (3B)

At 8 a.m. on Friday the 5th of September, our 
TY class went to Coláiste Acla for a class 
bonding day. Under the supervision of Mr. 
Lennon and Ms. Owens, we were guaranteed 
to have a good day. We arrived at the Coláiste 
at 10:30 a.m.
WhenWhen we walked in, we were told that we 
would have to respect, listen to and do what 
the múinteoirí told us. They also told us that 
there would be 'a bit of Gaeilge' involved.

OurOur first activity was kayaking. After the 
wetsuits, lifejackets, helmets and old trainers 
were on, we headed for the water. There was a 
stiff breeze which did its best to push us out to 
sea but luckily didn't succeed. After the 

wetsuits, lifejackets, helmets and old trainers 
were on, we headed for the water. There was a 
stiff breeze which did its best to push us out to 
sea but luckily didn't succeed. After the 
kayaking was finished, there were a few 
mini-games like swimming races, a raft made 
from overturned barrels and also kayak wars. 
ThisThis is where two people tried to wrestle one 
another off of a capsized kayak.

The kayaking was tough work so we went back 
for a bite to eat back at the Coláiste. Surfing 
was the next activity on the agenda. So it was 
back to the water. Tar éis an quick demo on the 
beach, we went to catch some waves. Some of 
the waves were three feet high and more.

SadlSadly, that is where the activities ended. We 
headed for the Coláiste one last time. On the 
way home, we stopped for some food in 

Castlebar. We then departed for home and 
arrived back at the Cathedral at 6:15 p.m.

We would like to extend our gratitude as a class 
to Mr. Lennon, Ms. Owens and the múinteoirí 
from Coláiste Acla for a wonderful day.

TY Bonding Day

Turas Gaeltachta
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SciFest@StNathy’s 2015
The Faculty of Science at St. Nathy’s College, 
Ballaghaderreen, held a Junior Science Fair on Friday 30 
January 2015. One hundred and forty First and Second Year 
students competed in the competition, with a total of 58 
projects. They arrived into the large Sport Complex hall, at 
9a.m., amid an air of excitement and anticipation. They 
earnestly set about setting up their posters and displays. 
ProjectProject titles were varied, many reflecting the interests and 
life experiences of this group of 12 – 14 year olds.

Titles included:

 “Nasty Nicotine,”
“How to prevent injuries from Football Boots,”
“The effects of video games on Children,”
“Does wearing foundation give you spots?,”
”How Social Media affects our lives”,
“Ill-discipline,” 
“Computer radiation,”
“Should Energy Drinks be banned from Schools?”
“Which Gender has better Concentration?”.

TTopical issues such as “How can we make the Farm a Safer 
Place?” and “What causes people to drink alcohol?” were 
addressed as were more technical questions such as “Could 
we live without Polymers?” and “How do Crystals form?”.

Despite the diversity of the problems that these students set 
out to solve, they shared a common enthusiasm to share their 
ideas and findings with anyone who would listen!

Bring on the Judges!Bring on the Judges!

Student Projects

Setting Up
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SciFest@StNathy’s 2015

Official Opening and Welcome Address

Seven Judges, from the world of 
Science, had the onerous task of 
interviewing the students and picking 
the winners.

TheThe Judges included Mr. Joe Dillon 
and Mr. Pat Cummins of Aurivo, Mr. 
Pat Curran, Mr. Alex McDonnell and 
Fr. Martin Jennings, former Science 
teachers at St. Nathy’s College, Ms. 
Jemma Freeman, a Science graduate 
and former student at St. Nathy’s and 
Ms.Ms. Sheila Porter, Founder and CEO 
of SciFest, who acted as Chief Judge. 

These judges, who generously gave of 
their time, made the students feel at 
ease as they asked them questions, and 
probed to determine their depth of 
knowledge and understanding of their 
projects.

TheyThey worked throughout the day, 
consulting with each other and visiting 
some projects up to four times during 
the day before making their final 
decisions.

Seven Judges, from the world of 
Science, had the onerous task of 
interviewing the students and picking 
the winners.

TheThe Judges included Mr. Joe Dillon 
and Mr. Pat Cummins of Aurivo, Mr. 
Pat Curran, Mr. Alex McDonnell and 
Fr. Martin Jennings, former Science 
teachers at St. Nathy’s College, Ms. 
Jemma Freeman, a Science graduate 
and former student at St. Nathy’s and 
Ms.Ms. Sheila Porter, Founder and CEO 
of SciFest, who acted as Chief Judge. 

These judges, who generously gave of 
their time, made the students feel at 
ease as they asked them questions, and 
probed to determine their depth of 
knowledge and understanding of their 
projects.

TheyThey worked throughout the day, 
consulting with each other and visiting 
some projects up to four times during 
the day before making their final 
decisions.

While the competing students were busy setting up 
their projects and impressing the judges, others were 
busy setting up demonstration tables.

DDr. Eadaoin Tyrrell, of the Life Sciences Dept., Sligo 
I.T., challenged students to determine how strong they 
are, as well as informing students of courses available 
in Sligo I.T.. Dr. Sheila Gilheany of the Institute of 
Physics (IOP) spoke to students about careers in 
Physics while Mr. Cyril Furey, of Arran Chemicals, 
Athlone, spoke to students about the importance of 
takingtaking a Science subject for their Leaving Cert., and 
career opportunities open to Science graduates.

While the competing students were busy setting up 
their projects and impressing the judges, others were 
busy setting up demonstration tables.

DDr. Eadaoin Tyrrell, of the Life Sciences Dept., Sligo 
I.T., challenged students to determine how strong they 
are, as well as informing students of courses available 
in Sligo I.T.. Dr. Sheila Gilheany of the Institute of 
Physics (IOP) spoke to students about careers in 
Physics while Mr. Cyril Furey, of Arran Chemicals, 
Athlone, spoke to students about the importance of 
takingtaking a Science subject for their Leaving Cert., and 
career opportunities open to Science graduates.

The Judges
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Dr. Sheila Gilheany, IOP

TY students at LC Biology Stand

The Prizes

Students anxiously await announcement of 
award winners

TY student at the Information Stand

Merit Award Winner

Students take a Break!

SciFest@StNathy’s 2015
TY students were a great help on the 
Day. In groups of three, they set up and 
manned stands in Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics and Agricultural Science. At the 
Biology stand, hearts were dissected 
with precision, while colour-changing 
chemical reactions were demonstrated at 
the Chemistry stand.the Chemistry stand.

The Physics stand encouraged students 
to participate in experiments involving 
sound while the Ag. Science stand had a 
wormery and challenged students to 
identify the breeds of farm animals.

The remaining TY students performed a 
wide range of tasks, ensuring that the 
day ran smoothly. In addition to setting 
up the hall and helping junior students to 
display their work, they met and greeted 
the visitors, made and conducted a 
Science Quiz and took photos 
throughout the dathroughout the day.

Their quiz consisted of 10 multiple 
choice questions and the prize was a pair 
of Sony V55 DJ Headphones, kindly 
given to us by Science Foundation 
Ireland (SFI). Over 300 students entered 
this competition.

At the end of the day a correct entry was 
selected at random. The lucky winner 
was Lucas Galad, class 1H.

The judges had made their decisions by 
3p.m. and the awards ceremony began. 
First to receive their prizes were 22 
students who were awarded Medals of 
Merit.

These were presented by Mr. Denis 
Naughton, T.D.

TheThe recipients (in no particular order) 
were Gemma Hallworth and Rebecca 
Caulfield, class 1M, What are the Effects 
of watching too much TV?; James Finn 
and Aaron Finn, class 1S, The effects of 
Technology on Children; Éinrí Hunt, class 
1S, Salers; Lukas Galad, Mohammad 
AbdullahAbdullah and Patrick Coleman, class1H, 
Do video games affect you?; Sarah 
Rooney, Megan Regan and Dominic 
Mahon, class 1R, Is your phone as clean as 
you think?; Letitia Williams, Gabrielle 
Kuisyte and Shelagh Doherty, class 1R, 
Hot Phones; Zara Loftus, Marita 
O’HanlonO’Hanlon and Ellie Moffatt, class 1H, 
Boys to the Left, Girls to the Right; Ciara 
McElroy and Ciaran Treil, class1B, Which 
Tea Bag is the best? and Erin Phillips, 
Roisin Duffy and Caitlin McDermott, 
class 1S, Is my phone a Health Hazard?

Next up were the awards in the Life 
Sciences category. These were presented 
by Dr. Eadaoin Tyrrell, Sligo I.T.. First 
place went to Aoife Coleman and Louise 
Costello, class 1M, with their project Will 
the next generation be able to 
communicate without the use of 
Technology?Technology?

In second place were Jack McDonnell and 
Jamie Mitchell, class 1S, with their project 
What is Ebola? Third place was awarded 
to Leanne Collins, Lauren Frain and 
Nicole McGrath, class 1B, How Bad is our 
Grammar? while fourth place went to 
Elise Phillips, Ilana Phillips and Anna 
Regan, class 1S,Regan, class 1S, Why 5-a-day?
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SciFest@StNathy’s 2015The Physical Sciences/Technology awards 
were presented by Dr. Sheila Gilheany, 
IOP. In first place were David McHugh, 
Patrick O’Grady and Darragh McNicolas, 
class 2M.

TheirTheir project was How can we make the 
farm a Safer place? In second place were 
Jack Casey and David Phillips, class 1H, 
with their project Is liming your land 
worth the cost?

ThirdThird place was awarded to Aaron 
McNamara and Kevin Kenneally, class 
1S, How DRS works on an F1 car, while 
fourth place went to Mathew Dillon, 
Shane O’Connor and Josh Carney, class 
1R, How to prevent injuries due to 
Football Boots.

The top three awards were presented next. 

TheThe Best Individual Project, was awarded 
to Roisin Maloney, class 1M. Her project 
was called Can we live without Polymers? 
Runners-up, Junior Scientists of the Year, 
St. Nathy’s College 2015, were Lisa 
Rushe and Samantha Durcan, class 2J. 

TheirTheir project was called Ill-Discipline. 
They investigated the effectiveness of 
Penalty Sheets, as a deterrent against bad 
behaviour in St. Nathy’s College.

The top award, Junior Scientists of the 
Year, St. Nathy’s College 2015, consisting 
of a Trophy and €100, was awarded to 
Darragh Beirne, Oisin Phillips and 
Mathew Coyle, class 1H.

TheirTheir project was called Is the time right 
for LEDs? It looked at the saving that 
could be made in a typical household by 
changing from standard incandescent light 
bulbs to LEDs.

Well done to all the students who entered 
projects in this competition. The prize 
winners will have the opportunity to 
continue their research and to present their 
projects in the next round of SciFest, to be 
held in April in Sligo IT.

ThisThis Science Fair would not have been 
possible without the help of so many 
people (Judges, Exhibitors, Presenters, 
Colleagues and TY students) and the 
sponsorship received from both the local 
community and national organisations.

InIn particular, we would like to thank 
McHugh’s Wholesalers, Imelda Towey, 
Thompson Butler, Aurivo, Dooney’s 
Menswear, Pallas Foods, First Class 
Office and FDK Engineering of 
Ballaghaderreen, along with SciFest Ltd., 
SFI, IOP and the Royal Society of 
ChemistrChemistry.

Best Individual Project

Award Winners in the Life Sciences Category Runners-Up, Junior Scientists of the Year, St. Nathy’s College, 2015

Junior Scientists of the Year, St. Nathy’s College, 2015


