
S tudents from St. 
Nathy’s College, 
their teachers and 
families came to-

gether recently when partner 
schools from France, Ger-
many and Poland joined with 
St. Nathy’s to première a se-
ries of films which had been 
co-produced by the individual 
schools over the past year. 
Students from Gymnasium 
Leoninum in Handrup, Ger-
many; Notre Dame La Riche 
in Tours, France and Ka-
tolickie Liceum in Sosnowich, 
Poland had been working to-
gether on a Comenius project. 
The chosen theme of the films 
was Diversity in the Past, Uni-
formity in the Future? 
 
All of the visiting students 
stayed with host families for 
the duration of their stay. St. 
Nathy’s would like to express 
its gratitude to all these host 
families. 
 
Apart from film premières, 
students from the College also 
provided various forms of 

entertainment for their guests 
from the three visiting coun-
tries. This included traditional 
Irish music and Sean-Nós 
singing. The students partici-
pating in the project also en-
joyed outings to Irish places 
of interest such as Kylemore 
Abbey and Galway city 
 
Also taking place at the same 
time was a more formalised 
German and Irish student ex-
change involving students 
from Gymnasium Leoninum 
in Handrup, Elmsland and St. 
Nathy’s College. This fol-
lowed an earlier visit by stu-
dents from St. Nathy’s to Ger-
many last October. There have 
also been previous exchanges 
between these schools in the 
past. During the ten-day ex-
change many local and long 
distance trips were organised 
to places such Strokestown 
House and Dublin. 
 
All of the participating stu-
dents greatly enjoyed and 
benefited from the experience. 
Any language barriers were  

 
easily overcome. Friendships 
blossomed and the links be-
tween the schools have greatly 
strengthened. All students 
involved looked forward to a 
New Europe of closer co-
operation and friendships. 
 
(Fiona Mulligan, Class 2P) 
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St. Nathy’s Students Embrace  
a New Europe 
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W elcome 
to the 
s u m -
m e r 

edition of the St. 
Nathy’s College 
Newsletter 
 
This school year 
has been an 
exceptionally 
busy and action-
packed one. Apart from the aca-
demic side of school life, the year 
has been a very successful one on 
the sports front. Teams and indi-
viduals from the school have distin-
guished themselves at Provincial 
and All-Ireland levels. 
 
Pride of place must go to the all 
conquering U -16 Girls’ Basketball 
team who won All Ireland honours 
in the National Arena, Tallaght, in 
early February.  Later the U -19 & 
U16 Boys’ Basketball teams fin-
ished runners up at national level - 
again in the National Basketball 
Arena in Tallaght. What remarkable 
achievements!!  
 
In Girls’ Football, the First and 
Second Year girls’ team won the Sr. 
Josephine Fahy Cup last October, 
beating Ballinrobe in the final.  The 
junior girls’ team lost narrowly in a 
Connacht final in Athlone in Febru-
ary.   
 
In Handball, Nigel O’Dowd won the 
Connacht U -15 Connacht title in 
February, keeping up a great tradi-
tion of handball in St. Nathy’s . 
 
The College acknowledges the great 
support it gets from parents, team 
coaches and families of these sport-
ing heroes.  They provide a lot of the 
motivation for their enthusiastic 
participation and ultimate successes. 
Well done!!! 
 
We look forward to our new incom-
ing First Years to keep up the great 
sporting tradition. Sadly, we also say 
goodbye to our Leaving Cert. class 
of 2004. We wish them all the very 
best in their exams and later careers. 
 
Fr. Martin Convey 
PRESIDENT 
May 2004 
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Last term is generally 
associated with Athlet-
ics. This year the Re-
gional Finals took place in 
Galway and the following 
students performed very 
well and qualified for the 
Connacht Finals. 
 
Girls   
Emma McCarthy (100m), 
Leah Hunt (200m), 

Lorraine McNulty 
(800m and Long Jump), 
Joan McNulty (Discus and 
Shot Putt), Ann-Marie 
Crowe (High Jump) Amy 
Bolton, Clionadh Mannion, 
Joan McNulty, Francesca 
Regan –  (4 X 100m Re-
lay – Junior) Leah Hunt, 
Ann-Marie Crowe, Katie 
O’Grady, Lisa Reid –  (4 X 
100m Relay – Intermedi-

ate) 
 
Boys  
Nicholas Finn (800 m), 
James Murren (High Jump 
and Long Jump), Michael 
Higgins (High Jump), John 
Cox (High Jump). 
 
We wish all these athletes 
the best of luck in the Con-
nacht Finals. 

Fr. M.Convey 

Fr. Heiner Wilmer – Gymnasium 
Leoninum, Germany; Mr. Jean 

Claude Chaussée – l’Ecole Notre 
Dame la Riche, France;  

Ms. Grazyna Podraza, Katolickie 
Liceum - Poland and Fr. Martin 
Convey, St. Nathy’s College, 

Ballaghaderreen. 



�

Each year, Bank of Ireland sponsor a 
“Student of the Year Awards 
Scheme” in St. Nathy’s College.    
 
The aim of the award 
scheme is to give recog-
nition to students who 
have contributed signifi-
cantly to the life of the 
school in their own 
unique and particular 
way.  Many facets of 
student activity are 
taken into account. They 
i nc lude  acade mi c 
achievements, sporting 
achievements, out-
standing contributions in 
the area of extra-
curricular activities, ex-

emplary example shown to the student 
body, major contributions to the effec-
tive running of the school by way of 

co-operation given, 
leadership skills shown 
as well as dedication 
and duty to student life-
style. 
 
While the awards are 
sponsored by Bank of 
Ireland each year, it is 
left to the school to se-
lect suitable candidates.  
Upon consultation be-
tween staff and students, 
six outstanding students 
have been selected.  
These were chosen with 
the above criteria in 

mind and all six were noteworthy con-
tributors to all that was good in the 
life of the school. These are  
 
· DAVID BYRNE 
· PETER DOHERTY  
· ELAINE DUFFY 
· SARAH MULLIGAN  
· JAMIE NOONE  
· SIOBHAN O’DOWD 

 
 
The above award winners were pre-
sented with their awards by a  Bank of 
Ireland official in the College re-
cently. We wish all our Students of 
the Year and all our Leaving Cert. 
Class of 2004 the very best of luck in 
the future. 

Feehan (1T) & Paul Keegan 
(1R) for having attended 
school EVERY DAY this 
year.  
 
Other awards were pre-
sented to  Edel Murray 
(5M), Stephen Foley (3A), 
Mary Freeman (3A), Martina 
Freyne (3A), Olivia McDonnell 

 
 
 
 
 

A number of special awards were 
made recently to students who had the 
best attendance record for the current 
school year. Awards were presented 
to  Donal McCormack (3A), Deborah 

(2P) and Gary Finn 
(1R) who attended 

school every day 
apart from just 
one day of ab-

sence. You are 
all worthy of due 

recognition and 
serve as an example 
for all. 

	


����
�	��	���	����	������	

��
	
������	

��������	��
�����		
�

�����
� � � � � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  � � � 	 � 
 �  ! � � � 
 �

David Byrne Peter Doherty Elaine Duffy Sarah Mulligan Jamie Noone Siobhan O’Dowd 

�����
���� �



�

�

� � � � � � ��
���� �	
�� ��

����� ����� 	��

� � �� � �� 
� ����

����� ������� ���� ������ ���
����
���� ������ ������� ��� 	����� ����
�����������	�����	 ���!	������������
���	�������"�

��������	
�����	
������ �

#��
����� �������� ���$� ��!��	���
!�
�� ��	� �%&
� ��� 	��� ������������
���
�� �� 	������ ������ ��� $�� ���

��
���� 
!������
���!�	�"� � �����
	���� '��	��  !���� � ���� !��$ � 	��(�
)��	�� 
�(���� 	��� ��!��� ��!	���� ����
	��� 
����  ����'�!��	� ���� )��� ��
���	��"� � �� 	� ���� !���� ��!�����*�
��	��� �������� 
����� +�''��	��� 
��
�,��� #������ ���� �� -����� �� .����
/������ #�	��� ��''��� ���
�� ��''���
0�
��� -������ 
�1����� -��(���
� � � � 
 � �  � 
 � � � � ! � � � � � ��
2&����!��3"��������������� �)������'�
�	 �  	����	 � �������
��	� ��� 	�� �
��!	���"�

be very pleased to 
learn that after six years 
of campaigning for fund-
ing to replace the roof of 

this building, the green light 
has at last been given. The 

building, erected in 1983, has 
had ongoing problems with its roof 

for a considerable length of time now. 
In latter days it was not uncommon to 

  All 

staff who reside in B Block, as well as 
students who attend classes there, will 

have to avoid the drops during a heavy 
rain shower. Thankfully, all that will 
end in the near future as plans are at an 
advanced stage to replace the roof dur-
ing the summer months. We all look 
forward to a Dry Season from Septem-
ber 2004! 
 

www.stnathys.com 
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Congratulations to Emma Clancy, 
Fiona Mulligan, Shane Moran & Mi-
chael Higgins who were winners of 
the Co. Roscommon Macra Na 
Feirme Junior Quiz held on May 5th 
last. They were joined by Philip 
Rogers, Ailish Higgins, Paul Keegan, 
Sam Durkin, Emma Farrell, Kevin 
Carney and Kieran Duffy to scoop the 

Overall Best School title. Well done!! 

Items for inclusion in 
the newsletter are  
always  welcome!  

Keep next  
publication in mind! 

Well done to the Fourth year students 
who collected � 350 for the Irish Heart 
Foundation’s Happy Heart Collection 
Days on Thursday & Friday, May 13th 
& 14th. Kerrie Butler, Laura Crean, 
Clare Healy-Beirne, Linda Reid, Clare 
Ronan and Bernadette Sweeney 
braved the sunshine to spend a few 
hours downtown collecting for this 
very worthy charity. Well done and 
thanks for the kindness of heart!!!! 
 

��������	
���
�����
��	����������	�������
���������������	��������
������	��	���
������

���	��������	��
��������
����������	
��  

�����"�� � � � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � �� � � �  � � � 	 � 
 �  ! � � � 
 �



County football teams. Martina has 
made it onto the U-14 and U-16 
squads, while Joan, Lorraine, Elaine 
and Gráinne have all made it onto the 
Roscommon U-16 squad. Niamh has 
made it onto the U-14 squad. This is a 
great achievement for all involved. 
 

Same Year …  
Different Teams!! 
 
Congratulations to Leaving Cert stu-
dents Andrew Hanley and Cathal 
Cregg who have made it onto their 

respective County Minor teams. An-
drew will be wearing the red and 
green of Mayo while Cathal well be 
sporting the Roscommon colours. It is 
a possibility they could line out in op-
position to one another in the Con-
nacht Final later in the summer. 
 
Three of our students, Kelly Colleran, 
Amanda Tyrrell and Sarah Tyrrell are 
on the Mayo Minor team. Well done 
to all three. 
 
Congratulations also to Lisa Cafferky 
who is currently starring for Mayo U-
14’s in the Connacht Championship. 

Congratulations to Kelly 
Colleran and Sarah Tyrrell 
who were members of the 
Mayo Senior Ladies National 

Football League winning side. Kelly 
made several appearances during the 
competition and featured prominently 
in the final against Cork. Later this 
year, this team will try to win a third 
senior All-Ireland title in a row. 
 
Well done to Martina and Gráinne 
Freyne, Joan and Lorraine McNulty, 
Niamh Cregg and Elaine Murren. All 
six are representing Roscommon on 

The Leaving Certificate Applied Year 
2 class visited the studios of Mid 
West Radio in Ballyhaunis.  This trip 
was organised as part of their media 
studies in English and Communica-
tions. 
The students were given a tour of the 
radio station by Viv Brennan. They 
were introduced to the various aspects 
of radio and learned how programmes 
are compiled and broadcast.  They 
also had the opportunity to record 
short items themselves and found it a 
most enjoyable and informative trip. 
 
They were accompanied by Mr. 
McDonnell,  L.C.A. Co-ordinator and 
by their English and Communications 
teacher, Ms.  Jordan. 
 
L.C.A. 2 students have completed all 
of their tasks and have been awarded 

their credits. L.C.A. 1 have their three 
tasks for year one completed. As part 
of their drama studies L.C.A.1 en-
joyed the musical “Calamity Jane” in 
Boyle. 

______________________________ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
We wish all our Leaving Certs of 
2004 the very best of luck in the fu-
ture. We hope that you will be suc-
cessful in whatever you undertake in 
life.  
Nigel O’Dowd showed his mastery of 
handball in Connacht where he won 
both titles on offer to him – the 40 X 
20 and 60 X 30 titles.  
 
Well done to Nigel, who we know is 
working very hard to win an All-

with distinction and did extremely 
well to get to the final stages of the 
competition. Well done to all four, 
and a special thanks must go to their 
quiz coach Mr. Seamus Curley. 
 
Congratulations to Fiona Mulligan 
and Philip Rogers on winning the All-
Ireland Community Games Quiz title 
recently. They formed part of a team 
that also included Mr. Seamus Curley. 
To win out at National level was an 
outstanding achievement. Well done 
to all three. 

St. Nathy’s Col-
lege was repre-
sented by four 
first years in 
the All-Ireland 
Finals of the 

Pioneer Quiz 
competition in 

Limerick recently. Grant Deeney, 
Sam Durkin, Kevin Carney and 
Kieran Duffy represented the school 

The following stu-
dents completed suc-
cessfully a safe trac-
tor driving skills 
course; Michael 
James Coleman, Joe 

Duffy, Elizabeth Rutherford, Craig 
Corrigan, Paul Regan, Kieran Tynan, 
Shaun Saunders, Brendan Regan, 
Richard Clarke, Kieran Golden. The 
course was organised by the Health & 
Safety Authority and the successful 
students received certification. 

(���	
�
���	+�����		

,
	���	���������		

)��*	
���������	

 #$���%&��'$#����(��

������� � � � � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  � � � 	 � 
 �  ! � � � 
 �

!���	-������		

.�

����		
	�����	 	



While very little is known about the 
life of St Nathy we do know that he 
was renowned for his generosity and 
his concern for the poor. No doubt he 
is pleased to know that his spirit lives 
on in the school that bears his name. 
One of the things I have been struck 
by since I joined the staff of the col-
lege last September is how willing our 
students are to get 
involved in fund-
raising activities for 
those who are less 
well-off in our soci-
ety and in the wider 
world.  While there 
have been many 
different fund rais-
ing efforts through-
out the school year, 
I have been most 
closely involved 

with the traditional Concern and 
Trócaire Fasts. Seventy-two students 
took part in the Concern Fast on Fri-
day 28th November 2003. Between 
them they raised � 2785 to assist Con-
cern in their efforts to avert one of the 
worst food crises ever to threaten Af-
rica. Ninety-one students took part in 
the Trocaire 24-hour Fast on March 

5th – 6th. During the 
fast, students went 
without snacks or 
meals for a full day 
and gathered spon-
sorship from family, 
f r i e n d s  a n d 
neighbours.  To 
date, we have 
lodged � 1823 into 
the Trocaire account 
and the money is 
still coming in. So 

students’ efforts should realise well 
over � 2000. Well done to all who took 
part in both fasts and who gave of 
themselves for the benefit of their suf-
fering brothers and sisters in the Third 
World.  Pope John Paul 11 once 
asked: “How will history judge a gen-
eration which had all the means to 
feed the population of the planet and 
yet refused to do so?” 
The students of St. Nathy’s College, 
in keeping with a long tradition, have 
not refused to do so and we are very 
proud of them for that. 
 
Fr Surlis,  
Chaplain  
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sory for all students from September 
2005. Parents of all students are ad-
vised that the introductory price of 
� 32 will not be repeated after the end 
of this summer when the jacket will 
be available only from the two uni-
form outlets in the town.  At the mo-
ment the jacket, complete with Col-
lege crest, is available only from the 
school office. This guarantees the low 
cost price. The school will not carry 
the jacket for sale purposes after Au-
gust. So hurry up and place an order 
while the price is so low! A deposit of 
� 10 will secure an order! 

�

Neasa O’Callaghan entertains  
at premiere of Comenius Film 

The uniform jacket for incoming First 
Years was greeted with much ap-
proval by parents at enrolment day 
last April. The jacket will be compul-
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The U-16 Girls’ Basket-
ball Team, with Coach, 
Mrs. Dunne, Mr. Feeley 
and supporters after All-

Ireland Success. 

The U-16 Boys’ Basketball Team 
(below) was unlucky not to complete 
the double when defeated in the All-
Ireland Final.   



The all-weather football pitch 
which, three years ago, had work 
first commenced on is now near-
ing completion. All indications 
are that it will be ready for play from 
next September. This amenity proves 
to be an invaluable asset to the school 
and completes the College’s pro-
gramme of updating sporting facili-
ties. In reality few, if any, schools 
have such a fine facility. We know 
that ours will be put to very produc-
tive use with at least a few Connacht 
titles to show for it!!! 
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Pitch under construction and 
the finished product 

U-19 Boys’ Basketball Team,  
All-Ireland Runners-up 2004 
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NOMINATION FOR  
SCHOOL OF THE YEAR 2004 

 
St. Nathy’s College is nominating the school in 
the hope that it will be successful in becoming 
“School of the Year 2004”, mainly because of 
the great year 2004 was for St. Nathy’s. Even 
though we didn’t get all the suc-
cess we hoped for, we have put 
our school on the map, and many 
more schools have heard of St. 
Nathy’s College Ballaghaderreen 
after this season.  All age levels 
have been successful. 

 
We hosted the Boys 2nd Year C 
All–Ireland Tournament play-offs.  
We felt we did a good job hosting, 
giving parents a great opportunity to see their 
children playing at a higher level.  A great at-
mosphere was created during the tournament as 
all matches were closely contested.  St. Nathy’s 
lost out 37-32 to High School Dublin in the final 
deciding match. 

 
This was not the first year for St. Nathy’s to win 
an All-Ireland. They claimed their first back in 
1982 under coaches Fr. M. Joyce and Fr. T. 
Johnston against St. Declan’s Cabra and re-

peated the feat in 1984 beating St. Malachy’s Belfast. 
 
In 1995 the girls of St. Joseph’s Secondary and Vocational schools 
joined forces with St. Nathy’s in an amalgamation of schools in 
Ballaghaderreen. The girls had many successful seasons at basket-
ball during their years in St. Joseph’s.  The success was mainly at 
junior level - reaching the All-Ireland tournament finals many 
times and going all the way to the final in 1988 against Killiney 

Dublin. 
  
St. Nathy’s College enter eight teams into 
competitive basketball each season, play-
ing in the league and entering the 4 
School’s Cup Competitions.  Almost 150 
students participate in training sessions 
and competitions.  Frances Dunne has 
been involved with the college since the 
amalgamation of schools in 1995 and is 
coach of all the teams. 
 

We have two junior referees in our school which has been a great 
advantage as referees are so difficult to get - often from 30+ miles 
away.  They have refereed many 1st and 2nd year games and have 
gained valuable experience. Hopefully we can get more students 
involved in refereeing next season. 
 
The college had a wonderful season and have had everything in the 
season - the bitter taste of defeat, as well as the joy and elation of 
winning the All-Ireland School’s Cup. 
 
Becoming school of the year 2004 would be the icing on the cake.  

1997 the girls were runners-up Senior B All 
Ireland league final & BOI School Cup 

Semi-Finalists. 
2000-2001 Senior Boys (Winners Bank of 

Ireland Schools Cup) 
2003 2nd Year Boys C runners-up in Trebor 

24-7 league final.�

CONTACT US 

GOOD LUCK!!  

Best wishes to Daniel Boxwell 
through to the finals of World 
Championship in Canoeing in 
Austria - July 2004 


