
 
Congratulations to Aoife 
Bruen 5G who won a prize 
in the Young Scientist 
Writer’s Competition. She 
was presented with her 
prize by Minister for Edu-
cation Mary Hanafin on 
October 10th in the RDS.  
Congratulations to her Sci-
ence teacher ‘04/’05 
Niamh Fitzpatrick. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Two fourth year students 
recently competed in a 
national essay writing com-
petition. The title of the 
essay was:  “Stem Cells: 
Hype or Hope?” Both stu-
dents submitted excellent 
essays on this challenging 
and somewhat controver-
sial topic. They did them-
selves and St. Nathy’s Col-
lege proud by being placed 
in the first seven nation-
ally. 

Anne-Marie Crowe (on the 
right hand side of photo), 
was awarded second place 
overall in the competition, 
run by the Regenerative 
Medicine Institute, NUI, 
Galway. Her prize includes 
an Apple iPOD music 
player and an engraved 
Galway crystal plaque. The 
school also receives a � 250 
bursary to purchase science 
equipment. Anne-Marie 
will be presented with her 
prize by the Minister for 
Education and Science, 
Mary Hanafin, T.D., at the 
BT Young Scientist exhibi-
tion in the RDS, Dublin, in 
January 2006. 
 
Aoife Bruen, was highly 
commended for her essay. 
This is not the first time 
Aoife has found success in 
Science. For the last two 
years Aoife has received 
prizes for her submissions 
to the “Young Science 
Writers” competition. 
 
Well done to both of these 
talented and motivated 
students. The world of Sci-
ence awaits them! 
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W elcome to to 
the New 
Year 
edition of 

the St. Nathy’s Newslet-
ter. We hope you enjoy 
reading this recent 
update on College life. 
The fist term of the 
2005 – ‘06 school 
year has been, yet 
again, another 
action packed one. 
Apart from the usual 
academic side of school life, our stu-
dents have been very busy with extra-
curricular pursuits. Students have repre-
sented the College and been very success-
ful in football, handball, quizzes, golf and 
basketball – to mention just a few. Stu-
dents have also excelled in fundraising for 
charity. One of the most successful fund-
raising endeavours has been the College 
Carol Service which raised over � 2,000 
for the local branch of the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society. 
 
 Well done to all students involved and a 
sincere thanks to all staff members who 
have helped out and given of their time. 
 
 As ever, the school is engaged in an 
ongoing programme of refurbishment and 
upgrading of facilities. From January 
2006 students will have access to some of 
the best food catering facilities available 
anywhere. It now means that students will 
have access to quality healthy food on 
campus from 8:15am each day. We wish 
GF Catering all the best of luck in this 
venture.   
 
 The school is also actively seeking 
funding from the Department of Educa-
tion to carry out an electrical upgrade for 
older buildings on the campus. It is also 
seeking funding to bring fire alarms and 
fire detection equipment up to modern 
standards in the older sections of the 
school buildings.   
 
 On the academic horizon, this term is a 
particularly important one for our exam 
students as they prepare for practical and 
final written exams. The school year tends 
to fly by at an alarming rate. Mock exams 
are just around the corner. Then come the 
oral and practical exams and, finally, the 
State Exams. We wish all our students 
every success in their academic endeav-
ours.     
 
 Finally, I would like to thank all for their 
support and co-operation during 2005 and 
wish students, staff and parents every 
blessing and success for 2006. 
. 
 
Fr. Martin Convey 
PRESIDENT 
January 2006 
�
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Congratulations to 

Lara Duffy 3B 
who won 1st 

prize in the 
Children’s Book 

Festival 2005 in 
Tubbercurry Community 
Library  ‘Design a Book-
mark’ competition in the 
14-17 years  category. 
 

Fr. M.Convey 



eventual winners of the All-Ireland 
while Paul Keegan won the Connacht 
title and was runner up in the All-
Ireland final, 
In the U 17 singles Sean Kavanagh 
was runner up in Mayo while Noel 
Deery and Mark Barrett were beaten 
in the Mayo final. 
 

 HANDBALL - CLUB 
 

Congratulations to Stephen Cooney 
who won All-Ireland 60 X 30 club 
Juvenile Handball title on Saturday 
October 22nd.  

Congratulations to Stephanie Coleman 
runner up in All-Ireland 60X 30 club 
Juvenile Handball title on Saturday 
October 22nd. 
 
Congratulations to Paul Keegan Run-

ner up in All-Ireland 
Handball U – 15  

60 X 30 Final on Saturday 
November 19th . All 
three have brought 
great honour to their 
school and to their 

families. 
 

Alex McDonnell 

Students participated in the 60 X 30 
college’s handball championship.  
This was the first occasion girls com-
peted in the 60 X 30 school’s champi-
onship. The U – 16 doubles of Amy & 
Maria Corrigan were runners up in the 
Connacht final while Stephanie Cole-
man was runner up in the Singles.  It 
Is hoped to go one better next year as 
the girls are eligible for this competi-
tion again next year. 
 
 In boys the U – 15 Doubles of 
Stephen Cooney & Grant Deeney 
were beaten in the Mayo final by the 

ART  
Congratulations to the following students who won prizes in 
Ballaghaderreen & District Credit Union Competition: 
 
 Maria Hanley   2nd  11 – 13 years category  
Neasa O’Callaghan 1st  14 – 17  years category 
Karina Flannery  2nd  14 – 17 years category 
Salma Bashir  3rd  14 -  17  years category 
 
 
 

Fundraising for Charity 
The fourth year L.C.V.P. classes gave of their time during the term to raise 
funds for various charitable organisations.  Caroline, Jonathan, Niall, 
Olivia and Sarah sold flowers on Daisy Day and collected � 542 to support  
the organisation to defeat depression, “Aware”. During November Cliona, 
Elaine, Niamh and Sharon organised a fundraiser to support “The Irish 
Wheelchair Association” . They sold “Angel Faces” and raised � 800.  
 
In December Edel, Lavina & Matthew were busy collecting food and 
money to assist St. Vincent De Paul Society in providing Christmas Ham-
pers for people in need. The recent Carol Service raised over � 2,000 for  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the local Conference of the St. Vin-
cent DePaul Society.  
 
We would like to thank, students, 
teachers and the local community for 
supporting our fundraising efforts for 
these charities. 
Anne O’Flaherty 

Drury, Gerard Mullen, 
Pearce Hanley, James Mul-

ligan, Thomas Mahon, Ronan 
McGrath and Jonathan Hanley to 
leave a two point deficit with ten min-
utes remaining.  However another 
goal by Summerhill left the game out 
of reach but Nathy’s battled right to 
the end and got the last two scores.  
We have a vital league game against 
Summerhill still to play and it is a 
must  win game to get out of our 
group. 

St. Nathy’s senior footballers were 
very unlucky to go under narrowly to 
old rivals Summerhill College in the 
Connacht Colleges championship 
recently in Kiltimagh.  
 
Despite going behind to two early 
goals from the Sligo College Nathy’s 
fought back bravely with superb per-
formances from Patrick Mahon, Philip 
Rogers, Stephen Lennon, Matthew 

St. Nathy’s v Summerhill 
 
Niall Towey, Patrick Mahon, Matthew 
Drury, Colin Towey, Gerard Mullen, 
Phillip Rogers, Stephen Lennon, 
Pearce Hanley, Jamie Mulligan, Tho-
mas Mahon, Ronan McGrath, Jonathan 
Hanley, Fergal Quinn, Shane Moran, 
Trevor Grady. Subs. David Drake & 
James Murren. 
 
John O’Mahony 
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CSPE Project – Class 3G 
As part of our CSPE project our 
teacher suggested we help the children 
of Ghana.  We arranged groups of 5 
and every group had different roles to 
play.  One of the groups contacted 
Noleen Haylett from Mayo. She told 
us that we had to collect biscuit tins 
containing school equipment and hy-
giene equipment shampoo / face cloth 
etc or a donation of money. 
Two of our groups went around the 
classrooms in the mornings to collect 
donations or tins.  We collected 95 
tins and � 660. 
Then our other groups sorted out the 
tins to check if the required items 
were in the biscuit tins, also to check 
if there were donations in any of the 
tins. 
 
We watched a video in class of the 
children in Ghana and we saw how 

thy needed these 
items for school as 
they have nothing 
to write with or 
write on.  When 
everything was 
done our teacher 
Mr. O’Mahony 
brought the biscuit 
tins & cheque to 
Castlebar to the organiser.  She was 
delighted with our effort. 
 
We would like to thank Fr. Convey 
for giving us permission to do the 
project and Mr. O’Mahony for help-
ing us with the project. Also thanks to 
Mrs Beirne for giving us permission 
to leave class to collect the tins and 
donations from other classes and a 
very big thank you to the students and 
teachers who made donations. 
 

Class 3G: Alicia Beirne, Kevin Car-
ney, Irene Casey, Sarah Casey, 
Stephen Cooney, Nichola Crowley, 
Wayne Cullen, Grant Deeney, Gerald 
Doherty, David Drake, Sharon Duffy, 
Emma Farrell, Emma Finn, Shane 
Finn, Elaine Golden, Ann James, Mi-
chelle Lavin, Gerard Loftus, Shauna 
Lynch, Ciara Moran, Kevin Mulligan, 
James Murren, Robert Phillips, Janni-
far Meenu Puri, Laura Quinn, Mary 
Regan, Aisling Wynne 
 

A panel of 30 
players be-
gan training 
in early 

September.  
The first competitive outing 
was an away game in the Colleran 
Cup against McHale College Achill.  
In a hard fought encounter Nathy’s 
came out on top by a score line of 1-
14 to 2-4 with Jonathan Hanley scor-

ing 6 of the points.  Next up was a 
county quarterfinal, with St. Colman’s 
Claremorris providing the opposition.  
On the day an exceptional Saint Col-
man’s side proved far too strong for us.  
Best for Nathy’s were Barry Cox and 
Patrick Mahon with 3 points each. 
 
In the junior competition we are in a 
group of 3 teams, with Roscommon 
CBS and St. Patrick’s Tuam providing 
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numbers which reflects the enthusi-
asm of the girls and once again it is 
difficult to select a first fifteen. 
 
Now through to the Connaught semi-
finals we would like to wish the team 
the very best of luck in their future 
games. 
 
 The panel includes Sarah Tyrrell 
(captain), Caroline Gorman, Claire 
Duffy, Elaine Murren, Lisa Reid, Lisa 
Bolton, Eimerar O’Callaghan, Katie 
O’Grady, Cliona Coleman, Nadine 
Frain, Lorraine McNulty, Joan 

McNulty, Niamh Cregg, Martina 
Freyne, Lisa Cafferky, Lorraine Bol-
ton, Ciara Phillips, Eunice Moran, 
Niamh Egan, Katie Duffy, Aoife Har-
diman, Amy Bolton, Brid Moran, 
Niamh Duffy, Michell Lavin, Sheila 
Lavin, Aisling Wynne, Ciara Moran, 
Olivia Mahon, 
Karen Gray. 
  
Caitriona 
Staunton 

This year so 
far has 
proved to be 
very success-
ful for the 
senior ladies 
football 
team.  Three 

matches have been played with 
Ballina, followed by Westport and 
finally Ballymote, each of which were 
easily won by our talented senior 
girls. 
 
Once again our panel boasts great 
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INNOVATIVE PROJECT UNDERTAKEN  

the opposition.  The league games 
will be played after Christmas. 
 
 Congratulations to Jonathan Han-
ley, Barry Cox, Gavin Horan and 
Gerard Mullen who are represent-
ing St. Nathy’s at Connacht trials.  
If successful they will travel to 
Boston next April representing the 
province. 
 
 John Guilfoyle 



First  Year Football 
 
 The 1st year boys team has their first 
challenge match before Halloween 
against St. Attracta’s at home on the 
college pitch.  There were some fine 
performances on the day especially in 
the forwards from Finbar Cregg and 
Michael Dillon.  The match was 
played in good conditions and both 
teams converted fine scores from play 
St. Nathy’s 2; 14 St. Attracta’s 1;9. 
 
Team  
Colm McGrath, Fergus Tynan, David 
McCarthy, James Mulligan, Ziggy 
McKenzie, Killian Cox, Shane 
McDermott, Donnacha Egan, Michael 
Creighton, David Dunne, Finbar 
Cregg, Shane Regan, Kenneth Foley, 
Michael Dillon, James Sampey. 
Other players who were substituted on 
the day were Manus Greene, Michael 

Tyrrell, Aaron Higgins, Declan 
McGrath & Tony O’Grady. 
The next outing was against Summer-
hill and again there was a good team 
performance by all who played.  The 
best performers for St. Nathy’s were 
Killian Cox and Ziggy McKenzie at 
the back. Both Michael Creighton and 
Donnacha Egan were at their best in 
midfield commanding that battle 
throughout the game.  There were 
some good passages of play in the 
forward line leading to well taken 
scores from David Dunne and James 
Sampey in the first half.  At half time 
many changes were made and many 
players got a game in the second-half. 
St. Nathys3;12    Summerhill 2;08. 
 
St. Nathy’s first year boys will be 
playing both League and Champion-
ship in the new year, lets hope that 
they can keep the good performance 

going. 
 
 Panel: Colm 
McGrath, Fergal 
Tynan, David 
McCarthy, James 
Mulligan, Ziggy 
McKenzie, 
Killian Cox, Shane McDermott, Don-
nacha Egan, Michael Creighton, 
David Dunne, Finbar Cregg, Shane 
Regan, Kenneth Foley, Michael Dil-
lon, James Sampey, David Carney, 
James Clarke, Kieran Crowley, Ben 
Fumagalli, David Smyth, Tony 
O’Grady, Sean Jackson, Thomas 
Mannion, Shane McCauley, Martin 
Ward, Diarmuid Woods, Manus 
Greene, Aaron Higgins, Declan 
McGrath, Matthew Regan, John Joe 
Tynan, Muhammad Akram, Colm 
Lavin, Aaron Sherlock & Michael 
Tyrrell. 
 
Ronan Brett 
 

Congratulations to Pearce Hanley on 
his achievement of appearing in the 
All –Ireland  Football Final with 
Mayo.  Pearce played with distinction 
throughout the summer and proved a 
major player in Mayo’s successful 
run.  Unfortunately Mayo lost the 
final to Down, but Pearce has the con-
solation in knowing that he has an-
other chance next year as he is age for 
the minor Grade in 2006.  Well done 

Pearce, everyone in St. Nathy’s 
is proud of your achievement. 
 
 
 

TRINITY SCHOOL  
HISTORY PRIZE-WINNER 

 
Congratulations to Neasa 
O’Callaghan (3B) who had her 
recent success in gaining a top 
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despite the very wet conditions. What 
was also memorable about the day 
was the fact that the game was played 
in Tuam stadium and all the lads en-
joyed the experience of playing there.  
At home the boys also had a good win 
over Ballyhaunis Community school 
in a tough and close contest. 
The 2nd year boys also played 
a couple of challenge 
matches against other 
schools and they had a 
few good training matches 
against the College’s 1st 
year team.  

The Juvenile Boys team were less 
fortunate and were defeated by Balla 
C.S. in the Connacht league and they 
face a tough assignment against St. 
Colman’s of Claremorris in the cham-
pionship next February, however the 

boys are prepared to give it 
everything they have, 

like they have done 
on a number of 
occasions already 
this year. 
 

Billi McGhee.  

  
Second Year Boys Football 
The second year boys gaelic football 
team have had a busy term since Sep-
tember between training and playing 
matches.  After struggling to win a 
match last year in the Connacht 
League, the boys managed to top their 
group in the league this year.  They 
now progress to the next round of the 
competition in the New Year.  In the 
Connacht league the boys had a great 
win over St. Patrick’s of Tuam and 
the team gave a very fine display of 
quick attacking football on the day 
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FIRST YEAR FOOTBALL  

prize in the Trinity College Local 
History Competi-
tion marked by the 
Mayor and mem-
bers of Rosom-
mon County 
Council as part of 
a Civic Reception 
hosted to honour 
student achieve-
ments throughout 
the county. 
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Working with R.E. teachers, staff, 
students and priests within our 
school and diocese, the Chap-
laincy is coordinating the ongoing 
building up of a vibrant Christian 
community that will give witness 
to our faith.  This witness takes 
the form of worship and prayer, 
works of charity, and evangelisa-
tion.  
 
 Giving witness through Wor-
ship 
Appreciation and thanks are due 
to Fr Finan and Fr Henry who 
continue to offer early morning 
mass in the school oratory and to 
Fr Sherlock and Fr Meehan who 
come to us once a week so stu-
dents can have a class mass. It is 
also great to see about 20 students 
regularly attend lunchtime adora-
tion. We hope to see the number 
grow in 2006.   
 
 Giving witness through Good 

Works 
St Nathy’s continues to look out 
for those most in need at home 
and abroad. The proceeds of the 
Carol Service will once again go 
to St Vincent de Paul while other 
fund raising activities will take 
place for Meki in Ethiopia and an 
orphanage for abandoned blind 
and deaf children in Thailand   
 
 Meki is an area plagued with ir-
regular rainfalls and poor soil fer-
tility, where every family depends 
on agriculture and where too 
many children are victims of illit-
eracy, and poor health. There are 
virtually no state resources avail-
able for education to help these 
beautiful people out of their terri-
ble situation. The average class 
size is in excess of sixty and girls 
in particular are losing out on an 
education that would help them 
and their families escape dire pov-
erty.     
 
 LCA I students as part of their 
Social Education Module will be 
working with Mr McDonnell and 
Ms Staunton in designing spon-
sorship cards so that students can 
raise funds through a variety of 
activities.  Please encourage them 
and support them as best you can. 

 
 A priest of the Diocese of 
Achonry, Fr Eugene Duffy is 
linked with this project and we 
hope over the next few months 
that he can bring very good news 
to his friends in Meki.  Remember 
one euro there has over 60 times 
the buying power of one euro 
here.    
 

 Giving witness through  
Evangelisation 

Finally in the area of Evangelisa-
tion and bringing people deeper 
into their faith, some students who 
have been coming to adoration 
have expressed a wish to talk to 
their fellow students about their 
positive experiences. There will 
also be a series of talks and re-
treats aimed at third year and sen-
ior students on the freedom and 
benefits that come with a life of 
virtue.  To that effect a pro-
gramme titled ‘pure in heart’ that 
encourages chastity and a deepen-
ing of the students’ personal rela-
tionship with God, so that they 
can be free in the best sense of the 
word, will begin next term. 
  
 
 Martin Daly. School Chaplain  
 
 

BASKETBALL NEWS 
 
After getting over the 
initial shock of both 
U -16 and U 19 
boys being upgraded 
to the “A” league we got 
down to the difficult task 
ahead. 
 
Both the U – 16 and 
U – 19 boys  lost their opening 
two games against St. Joseph’s 
Galway and St. Muredach’s 
Ballina respectively. The U -19’s 
raised their game level and put in 
a tremendous performance to beat 
St. Gerald’s Castlebar who are 
currently in the All-Ireland “A” 
semi-final and they have just 
beaten Summerhill Sligo.  They 
are now pushing for 3rd place in 
the league with a possibility of a 
play-off spot with one match to 
play against Calasanctius College 
Oranmore. 

����������	���
�# � Unfortunately the U – 16 boys 
who jumped two grades from “C” 
to “A” haven’t faired that well. 
Hopefully they will be regraded 
next season and will have learned 
from the experience of this sea-
son’s difficult games. 
 
Boys -19 Team 
Philip Craig, Liam Morris, Mi-
chael Higgins, Thomas Mahon, 
Joe Fleming, Stephen Foley, 
Trevor Grady. Nicholas Murphy, 
Sean Mahon, Michael McCarthy. 
 
Boys -16 Team 
Neil Morris, David Drake, Shane 
Gallagher, Patrick Mahon, Robert 
Phillips, Thomas Morgan, Gerard 
Loftus, Shane Finn, Kevin Mulli-
gan, Stephen Cooney, Bill 
Sherolck, Josh Mallon, James 
Murren, Keith Rogers, Rory Con-
way, Niall Freeman and Seamus 
Foley. 
 
 The U – 16 and U -19 girls have 
both done well in the league series 
both reaching the semi-finals of 
the North/West regional league.  
The U -16’s unfortunately lost out 
to Loretto College Letterkenny 
having never reached their poten-
tial on the day. 
 
The U -19 girls had to make the 
long journey to Killybegs for their 
semi-final against St. Catherine’s 

and going down in the dying 
minutes by two baskets. The U 
-19’s also lost in the All-
Ireland school cup by a mere 
one point in their match 

against St. Mary’s Tourmakeady. 
A case of so near yet so far. 
 

 U -16 girls Team 
Martina Freyne, Ciara 

Moran, Shauna Lynch, Ashling 
Wynne, Olivia Mahon, Emma 
McCarthy, Karen Gray, Neasa 
O’Callaghan,  Irene Casey, Suzie 
Enow, Amy Corrigan & Kathleen 
Regan. 
 
 U - 19 girls Team 
Ann-Marie Crowe, Sarah Tyrell, 
Lisa Reid, Leah Hunt, Katie 
Murray, Elaine Regan, Joan 
McNulty, Lorraine McNulty, 
Fiona Mulligan, Martina Freyne, 
Mary Kivlehan, Aoife Davern. 
 
Frances Dunne  
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
St. Nathy’s College, 
Ballaghaderreen, 
Co. Roscommon. 
 
Tel 094-986 0010 
Fax 094-986 0891 
Email stnathys@iol.ie 
Web site www.stnathys.com  

Congratulations to Rachel 
McDonagh 2K who 
won  Second Prize in 
an Under 14 Creative 
Writing Competition 
organised by  Listowel Writer’s 
Week.  Rachel was presented with 
her prize by John O’Donoghue T.D., 
Minister for Arts, Sports & Tourism on 
June 1st 2005. Congratulations to her 
English teacher  ‘04/’05  Fr. Finan. 
 

 
 

RETIREMENT 
 
Best wishes are extended to Mrs. Renee 
Webb who retired from the teaching 
staff last June. Mrs. Webb had worked 
as a teacher of Home Economics for the 
past ten years in St. Nathy’s. Prior to 
this she taught in the Vocational School 
in Ballaghaderreen before its amalga-
mation. Mrs. Webb had gained a well 
deserved reputation as a dedicated and 
very hard working teacher who always 
had the interests of pupils (academic 
and otherwise) at heart. She is greatly 
missed by students and fellow members 
of staff. We wish her well in her retire-
ment and say a very big “Thank You” 
to her for the tremendous work she did 
in this school.  
 
 
 

NEW APPOINTMENT 
 

We wish the 
best of luck to 
Fr. Tom Surlis 
who, at the 
end of Sep-
tember, took 
up a new di-
ocesan ap-

pointment in Ballymote. Fr. Surlis had 
been Chaplain in St. Nathy’s for the 
past two years. During that time he 
showed a great enthusiasm and energy 
for getting involved in the life of the 
school. From organising and conducting 
class Masses to preparing readers for 
the Carol Service to helping with the 
school twinning projects in Germany, 
France and Poland. We wish him the 
very best for his new appointment and 
thank him for his invaluable contribu-
tion.  
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We wish GF Catering the best of luck in taking over the running of the 

school’s catering facilities from January 9th. GF Catering now have full 
responsibility for the entire provision of food and beverages to students 
and staff alike in the various food and beverage outlets throughout the 

school. In addition to what had previously been on offer, GF catering 
(with a special emphasis on healthy food options) also provide quality 
lunches at very competitive prices. We look forward to a Happy and Healthy 
New Year. GF Catering can be contacted at (074) 9190294. 
 
 

SCHOOL EXCHANGE 
 
Students from St. Nathy’s had a very enjoyable and successful trip to our 
partner school in Germany recently. St. Nathy’s has long been twinned with 
the second level school Gymnasium Leoninum in Handrup, Germany. The 
ongoing exchange is both cultural and linguistic and involves students and 
staff visiting each others’ schools and countries with a view to learning more 
about each others cultures and languages. St. Nathy’s also has a more infor-
mal link with a school in Poland (Katolickie Liceum,  Sosnowiec) and in 
France (l’Ecole Notre Dame la Riche, Tours). Because the student exchange 
programme with the German school has worked so well, it is hoped, in the 
new year, to work more closely with our French partner school with a view 
to organising student exchanges to and from both St. Nathy’s and l’Ecole 
Notre Dame. 

NEW CATERING SERVICE IN OPERATION 


