elcome to
the New Year edition of
the St. Nathy's News-
letter. We hope you
enjoy reading this
recent update on
College life. The S
fist term of the
2004 — ‘05 school
year has been, yet
again, another action packed onel
Apart from the usual academic side of
school life, our students have been very
busy with extra-curricular pursuits.
Students have represented the College
and been very successful in football,
handball, quizzes, golf and basketball +
to mention just a few. Students have
also excelled in fundraising for charity.
One of the most successful fundraising
endeavours has been the College Carol
Service which raised almos2,000 for
the local branch of the St. Vincent de
Paul Society.

m Conyg,

Well done to all students involved and a
sincere thanks to all staff members who
have helped out and given of their time.

As ever, the school is engaged in an
ongoing programme of refurbishment
and upgrading of facilities. Students
who have classes in B Block should be a
bit more comfortable there this year due
to that refurbishment process. After five
years of petitioning the Department of
Education for funding to upgrade this
building we have, at last, met with
partial success by way of grant aid. The
new roof and wider corridors have given
the building a new look for 2005 and
means that students can now attend
classes in a safer and more pleasant
environment.

On the academic horizon, this term is a
particularly important one for our exam
students as they prepare for practical

Aoife Bruen & Ailish Higgins pictured with Dr. Riclard Kennedy at the

R.D.S. last October. Both were prize winners in fReD.S. Young Science

Writers’ Competition 2004.

and final written exams. The school year
tends to fly by at an alarming rate. Mock
exams are just around the corner. Then
come the oral and practical exams and
finally, the State Exams. We wish al
our students every success in their aca
demic endeavours.

Finally, | would like to thank all for
their support and co-operation during
2004 and wish students, staff and par-
ents every blessing and success for
2005.

Fr. Martin Convey

PRESIDENT

hree of our stu-
dents, Clionadh
Mannion,
Shauna Lynch
and Karen Gray claimed all

the prizes in the Ballaghad-
erreen Credit Union Art

Competition.  Third year

student, Clionadh claimed
first prize while second

years, Shauna and Karen
came second and third re-
spectively. Well done to

all three and a special men-
tion must go to their Art

teacher, Ms. Mullen for her
hard work.

++

ell done
to stu-
dents and
staff in
raising 1,760.00 to date
for the local branch of
the St. Vincent DePaul.
This represents the pro-
ceeds of the recent Caro
Service held on Decem-
ber 14". The school also
collected the contents for
numerous hampers priof
to Christmas — also for
the local St. Vincent de
Paul. Well done to all.
Throughout the past yea
the staff and students of
St. Nathy’s have helped
fundraise for many other
worthy charities. Their
efforts are appreciated
by those most in need in
our society.

(

t. Nathy's ex-
tends a warm
welcome to new
members of+
staff: Mr. Jim Howley
and Mr. Martin Daly.

$

eaving Cert.
student Noel
Tuohy repre-
sented Ireland

the world’s biggest
youth darts event in
Bridlington, Yorkshire,
England last October.
Well done Noel. The
future looks bright.
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nacht League and the Championship
that are due to commence early in
2005.

Training began early last September
and with at times over forty enthusi-
astic first years attending training
sessions, competition was fierce for
a starting place on the St. Nathy's
First Year boy’s football team.

On October 19 the College actu-
ally fielded two full teams at a first
year Blitz in Kiltimagh. The A
team managed a convincing win
over Charlestown and a Kiltimagh
‘A’ selection, whilst drawing their
final game with a Kiltimagh ‘B’ se-
lection. Our B Team lost to Bally-
haunis in their opening fixture, al-
though they put up a much more
spirited showing against Swinford
in their second match. They nar-
rowly lost after attempting a brave
comeback in the second half.

In early November St. Nathy’s were

n ¢ represented again in another blitz in
¢ Kiltimagh. Our first year boys had a
¢ good victory over Balla and in the
he following students represented the school regctfie Connacht |  game of the day; they fought out a
Final in the 60 X 30 Championship played recently. ¢ thrilling draw with Foxford. In their
¢ final game they lost by a couple of
015 Singl . ¢ points to Ballyhaunis.
- ingles: hesrMorgan.
U-15  Doubles: Gramweney & Stephen Cooney. : Since then the first year boys have
U-17  Singles: Nig@EDowd. had a couple of tough challenge
U-17  Doubles: Bridoran & Noel Dean. : games against the second year boys
and against a very good St. Col-
The U-15 doubles team of Grant Deeney and Steploemé&y won the Co ¢ man’s team from Claremorris.
nacht title and were defeated in the All-Irelanchséinal played in Ballina, C 0¢
Tipperary. : The first year boys now eagerly
await the New Year when their sea-
The 40 X 20 championship takes place in Januaryls’Gams will be repr ¢  son really begins in earnest.
senting the school in categories similar to thesboy ¢
0006006060000 000
- ' WWW. stnathys.com
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“Class, I’ve got a lot of material to cover,
so to save time I won’t be using vowels today.

Nw Its bgn, pls trn t pg 122.”
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FOOTBALL ....

eptember and early October
was a hugely disappointing
time for Mayo football fans.

The Seniors lost the final to

HANDBALL ...

n handball, Grant Deeney
and Stephen Cooney repre-
sented the school with dis-
tinction during first term.

"#$

basketball teams. Towards the end of
January our U-19 boys team will con-
test the All-Ireland Semi-Final of the
‘C’ competition. This will involve a
trip to the National Basketball Arena
in Tallaght, a venue that has witnessed

Kerry while the U-21 team went out They captured the Connacht U-15 60 some major triumphs for the College
in a cliffhanger to Armagh. Four re- X 30 Handball title and lost out nar- in the past.
cent past pupils of the College were rowly in the All-Ireland Semi-Final.

involved in the U-21 panel.

Andy Their achievement is all the more On an individual level, well done to

Moran, Stephen Drake, Barry Kelly noteworthy when one realises that Elaine Regan, Emma McCarthy and

and James Kilcullen were all involved both players are eligible to represent Martina Freyne.
with the U-21 squad, a squad cap-

tained by Andy Moran. Andy was
also involved in the Mayo Senior

the College in the same competition
again next year. Well done to Grant
and Stephen and to their coach Mr.

squad and lined out in many games McDonnell.

for Mayo in their successful summer
odyssey.

Interestingly when Mayo met Ros-
common in the Connacht U-21 final
during the Summer, Andy Moran cap-
tained Mayo and John
McDermott, a recent past

pupil, captained the Ros-

common side. John was

also an outstanding Bas-

ketball player while a stu-

dent in St. Nathy’s.

ATHLETICS ...
old, Sil-
ver and

, Bronze
medals

at All Ireland

level were
among the ath-
letic achieve-

ments of Ann
Marie Crowe.
In August,
Ann Marie
won Gold for
Ballaghaderreen in the Community

LADIES FOOTBALL ...

special congratulations

goes out to Lisa Cafferky

3P for many outstanding
performances for the

Mayo U-14 Ladies team during the
summer months. She was the out-
standing forward for the team on
their journey to the All Ireland Final.
They lost out unluckily in that final to
Dublin in a replay, but Lisa’s displays
and scoring feats along the way
marked her down as a star of

the future.

BASKETBALL ...

wo of our

Basketball

teams have

reached the
Semi-
final
stage in the
All Ireland
School's Basket
ball Cup. Or
January 1% our U-16

games performing in her special event girls team play in th

the High Jump. Ann Marie then went
on to win silver in the All Ireland

Club U-17 high jump, and added to
her collection by winning a bronze
medal for her third place jump at the
Tailteann Games.

All-Ireland Semi Fina
in Tipperary. Ther
they will take on Ballin-
collig from Cork in the
‘B’ competition. This team have fol-

Her performances lowed on in the path of last year’s All

at the High Jump are a great credit to Ireland ‘C’ winners. Playing so well
Ann Marie and the College wishes her at the higher level is a fantastic

every success in 2005 in this most dif- achievement.

ficult discipline.

Well done to Frances
Dunne on her hard work with all the

All three made it

onto the North West Representative
teams. Elaine was chosen for the U-
17 squad who won out at National

level, while Emma and Martina made
it onto the U-15 squad. Well done to
all three.

THE NEW ALL-WEATHER
FOOTBALL PITCH ....

he new all weather football

pitch measuring 140 me-

tres x 90 metres has come

into operation this school
year. It has greatly enhanced our
sports facilities and visiting teams
have been highly complimentary and
somewhat envious of the playing con-
ditions we have for our teams.

The pitch has been in constant use
since September, and the surface has
remained in remarkable condition re-

gardless of weather conditions.

The College would like to acknowl-

edge the support of the Connacht
Council for pro-
viding goals,
nets and a pitch
marker in addi-
tion to equip-
ment for those
coaching teams.
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ith the Basket-
ball season i
full swing and

girls and boys teams are doing wel
The Under 16 girls have qualified for
the All-Ireland School's Cup semi-
finals which will be played on January
12" in Tipperary against Colaiste
Choilm, Ballincollig, Co. Cork. Three

days later they play in the All-Ireland
league tournament play-offs to be
played in Oughterard, Galway on the
15" of January. A busy start for 2005
for them.

Team: Martina Freyne, Elaine
Regan, Eimear O’Callaghan, Lorraine
McNulty, Joan McNulty, Fiona Mulli-
gan, Aoife Davern, Aine Jordan, Ciara
Moran, Olivia Mahon.

The Senior Girls failed to reach the
dizzy heights that they reached last

4

season, winning
the  All-Ireland
¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ gold in the
School’'s  Cup.

They were beaten in the second

& round of the School’'s Cup by a Dub-

lin school, Loretto, Beaufort and
finished in third place in the
Northwest League.

S

\#p Team: Lisa Reid, Cliod-

hna O’Mahony, Sarah Tyrrell, Sarah
Higgins, Leah Hunt, Katie Murray,
Ann-Marie Crowe, Eimear O’Cal-
laghan, Therese Cully, Elaine Regan.

The Under 16 Boys have also reachec
the All-Ireland league tournament
play-offs beating St. Muredach’s,
Ballina and Summerhill, Sligo along
the way. This match will be held in
February. They were beaten in tHé 20
round of the School’'s Cup after mak®
ing the long journey to Dungannon t®
be beaten by St. Patrick's Academy. ¢

Team: Michael Higgins, Neil Mor- ¢
ris, Danny Browne, Sean Mahong

&

Philip Rodgers, Michael McCarthy,
Shane Gallagher, Patrick Mahon, John
Cox, David Drake, Robert Phillips.

As this goes to print, finally, the Sen-
ior Boys will play St. Patrick's Acad-
emy Dungannon in an All-Ireland pre-
liminary round in order to reach the
All-lreland tournament play-offs in
February. They have already reached
the All-Ireland School's Cup semi-
finals where they will play St. McDa-
ras Dublin in the National Basketball
Arena Tallaght on January 1.9

Team: Gavin Conway, Liam Morris,
Joe Fleming, Philip Craig, Thomas
Mahon, Nicholas Murphy, Ronan
McGrath, Stephen Foley, Martin
Jennings, Michael Higgins, Neil Mor-
ris, Trevor O'Grady, Gary Murphy.

00000000000

paign with an impressive victory over
Kiltimagh Community School. This

was followed by two defeats to Rice
College and Ballyhaunis Community
School. The second year champion-
ship begins next March so training

COPOPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPOOPOPOOOPPOP |continue after Christmas.

SENIOR FOOTBALL

he senior team progress to

the next stage of the Con-

nacht League having put in

some fine performances,
particularly against St. Attracta’s and
Ballyhaunis C.S. The game played
against St. Attracta’'s was played on
the new school pitch in ideal playing
conditions.

St. Nathy’s started well with particu-
larly well taken scores from Chris
Collins and Danny O’Grady, through
some good interplay from captain
David Kilcullen and wing-backs

Danny Morgan and Brian Colleran.
St. Attracta’s replied with two points

to leave the half-time score line in fa-
vour of St. Nathy's. In the second
half St. Nathy’s continued their domi-
nance in the game with fine scores
and defending, in particular from
David Kilcullen, Pearse Hanly, Chris
Collins, Brian Horan, Stephen Lennon
and Declan Hannon.

Team: Daniel Rushe, Stephen Len-
non, Brian Horan, Declan Hannon,
Brian Colleran, Gary Murphy, Danny
Morgan, (Capt) David Kilcullen,

Pearce Hanly, Chris Collins, David
Ryan, Danny O’Grady, Shane Moran,
Colm McKee, Noel Tuohy, Peter
Kelly, Gavin Conway, Barry Morris-
roe, Noel Deane, Damien Regan, Johr
McLoughlin, Phillip Rodgers & Gavin
Horan.

For the final game of the league St.
Nathy's travelled to Ballyhaunis
where they played out a comfortable
win in the end to progress to the next
stages of the league. There were
some fine performances on the day
from team captain David Kilcullen,
David Ryan, Brian Horan, Stephen
Lennon and Gary Murphy in the
backs and Chris Collins, David Ryan
Peter Kelly and Gavin Conway in the
forwards.

St. Nathy’'s now await other group
games in this competition in the New
Year.

SECOND YEAR FOOTBALL

he panel of 36 players be-
gan training in early Sep-
tember. After a challenge
match against St. At-
tracta’'s, we began our league cam-

JUVENILE FOOTBALL

combination of third and

second years took on

Davitt College in the Mayo

juvenile championship on
the 2f' October. A titanic struggle
ensued with Davitt College coming
out on top by the narrowest of mar-
gins.

THIRD YEAR FOOTBALL

raining began in early Sep-

tember. The championship

campaign saw St. Nathy's

drawn in a difficult group
along with Kiltimagh Community
School, Dunmore Community School
and Ballyhaunis Community School.
We suffered defeats to both Dunmore
and Ballyhaunis with the Kiltimagh
match to be played after Christmas.
Training continues.

FOURTH YEAR FOOTBALL

he Pre-Leaving fourth year
competition provided us
with a number of keenly
contested matches first



term. We lost out to Summerhill Col-

Donal O’Hara, Nigel Dowd, Colin
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students of St. Nathy’s who were in-

lege and St. Attracta’s, Tubbercurry in owey, Jamie Mulligan, Stephen Len- volved in the Ballaghaderreen Play-
the first two league matches. A better non, Pearse Hanley, Shane Moran, ers’ pre Christmas Pantomime. Your
team performance in the second matck Thomas Mahon, Robert Towey, John involvement brought great pleasure

saw us unlucky to lose out to Sum-
merhill by 3 points in a hard fought
game in Sligo.

Further improvement showed the
Nathy's lads picking up their first win
against Carrick-on-Shannon. St.
Muredach’s , Ballina conceded to us
in the other league match, so we now
look forward to the championship af-
ter Christmas.

The junior team got off to a winning
start in the Mayo College’s competi-
tion with a six- point win against
Crossmolina but went under to St.
Muredach’s by 3 points in the quarter
final after a great comeback in the
second half.

FOURTH YEAR PANEL

Bradley O’Donnell, Philip Rodgers,

Bergin, Shane Towey, Trevor Grady,
Donal McCormack, Stephen Foley,

and enjoyment to the community in
the busy run up period to Christmas.

Ronan McGrath, Brendan Feeney, ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 6 ¢ 6 66 6 ¢

Danny Browne, Sean Fleming an
Jonathan Hanley. .

4
4

Niall Towey, Bradley O’Donnell, ®
Philip Rodgers, Nigel Dowd, Colir®
Towey, Stephen Lennon, Pearse Hé#-
ley, Sean Fleming, Jonathan Hanle$,
Trevor Grady, Donal McCormack®
Stephen Foley, Ronan McGrat®
Barry Cox, Gerard Mullen, Gavir®
Horan, Matthew Drury, Fergal Quin®

JUNIOR PANEL

and Danny Browne. *
I —— ‘
*

*

*

Well done and congratulations to aI
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By Kathryn Frost

* or the last three years of at-

tending the College | have

been involved in ‘Samaritans

Purse’. This is an organisa-

tion which helps Third World Coun-
tries in many ways; the part | play in
the organisation is during the Christ-
mas period. What Samaritans Purse
hope to do over Christmas is to get

people involved in providing joy to
orphaned children by providing them
with a simple Christmas present each

year. This is simply done by filling a
shoebox with toys and sweets and
wrapping it in Christmas paper.

| had been talking to Fr. Convey about
this and he was most supportive in
helping the school to be involved. |
then took time to visit each class ac-
companied by Bernie Sweeney, who
also played an important role in help-
ing the students to be involved. W,
spoke to each class for about five min-
utes, telling them about the cause and
helping them with ideas for their ownx
boxes. .

Over the time we have been doing thi
in the school we have collected ov

0000000060000 000000000000000c0d
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ur Fourth Year L.C.V.P.
ss visited I.R.D. Kilti-
@gh on the 12 of No-
mber last. I.R.D. stands
for Integrated Resources Develop-
ment. It is a community enterprise
organisation. |.R.D. was set up to
help out local enterprises in Kilti-
magh. It achieves this by investing
money in local business and trying to
attract other business to the area to

By Catherine Moran and Lisa Bolton

improve the local economy.

While on our visit we were shown an
audio video on the aims of I.R.D. for

Kiltimagh and the different commu-

nity projects carried out. This was
accompanied by a talk on what Kilti-

magh was like before I.R.D. was es-
tablished by the local people, and
what has now been achieved in the
town and surrounding area. After-

one hundred and fifty boxes, which

have been very beneficial. Last year
over 200,000 boxes left from Ireland

to Mozambique, Belarus, Armenia

and the Ukraine. This year however,

the organisation is still hoping to bet-

ter that number and send even more to
the Children of the World.

The organisation aims :

To show children that there are
people in the world who care
and love them this Christmas.

To tell them that God loves
them, and continually has his
hand on them whatever they go
through.

| am now in my last year at St.

Nathy's College but | still hope to

continue supporting the organisation
with the attending students of the
school. It has been a wonderful ex-
perience for both Bernie and myself
and gives credit to the school’'s will-

ingness to help and care for those liv-
ing in third world countries.

COOOOGOOOGOGOIOOOOS

Items for inclusion in the
newsletter are
always welcome!
Keep next
publication in mind!

wards the community knowledge
initiative manager of 1.R.D., Sio-

bhan Carney, brought our class for
a tour of Kiltimagh and showed us
the different projects carried out by
I.R.D.

Looking back on the visit, we
would all agree that with initiative,
the progress made in Kiltimagh
could be achieved by any other ru-
ral town in the west of Ireland.
Overall it was a very worthwhile
visit.
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con of “Christ the Teacher” — part of a
collection of Russian Orthodox icons on
display recently in the Collegiate Church
of St. Nicholas, Galway and visited by

he Comenius Co-operation
Project continues.

Pictured at a recent meeting
in St. Nathy's College are representa-
tives from partner schools in Poland,
France and Germany.

Representing St. Nathy’s are Fr. Surlis
and Mrs. Finan.

e say a very fond farewell to Sr. Nell

Chambers and Sr. Kathleen Shields who

retired recently from their teaching posi-

tions in St. Nathy's College. In the case of
Sr. Kathleen this was hesecondtime to retire. She had
already served as Principal of St. Joseph’'s Secgnda
School prior to its amalgamation in 1995 with Sathy/’'s
College. She retired from the position of Principalthat
time. For the next ten years she worked voluntarilyst.
Nathy's. She excelled in her commitment to the veeak
students. Many of her past pupils readily admit thay
owed having a Junior and Leaving Cert. to her camet
and to the continuous work she did with them over t
course of their five years in school.

Sr. Kathleen will be remembered not just by her ynaast
pupils in Ballaghaderreen but also by the many mathy
ers in towns and cities where she was appointéaroaigh-
out her working life.

Sr. Nell, whom students were equally fond of, \wiko be
remembered by the many students she helped thratigho
her working life as their teacher and friend. Euabn-
cerned for the wellbeing of the weaker student, Ngrll
worked hard to ensure that no obstacles would pteae
student from achieving his or her full potentialthimn the
educational system.

Her work as Home School Liaison teacher also broG8gh
Nell in contact with thousands of parents overdberse of
her stay in Ballaghaderreen. She knew every studgnt
name, where they lived and their other brotherssastérs.
Like Sr. Kathleen, she worked in many towns in ¢ben-
try and, in each one, established deep and foadnith the
many people she encountered and helped.

We are proud to acknowledge not just the tremendous
work of both Sisters of Mercy, but also their fitieko the
central vision of the Mercy Order’s care and corspas

for the weaker in society. We miss you both.

St. Nathy’s College, Ballaghaderreen, Co. Roscommon.
Telephone 094-986 0010 - Website www.stnathys.com



